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Being a Sz T of 4. 


DIRECTIONS, 


 PRUDEN TIAL, MORAL, 
RELIGIOUS, and SCIENTIFIC. 


Firſt drawn up for a Farewel Preſent, by the 
Maſter of an Academy near London, to his 
Pupils on their removing from under his Care. 


To which 3 is prefixed, 


An Account of the extraordinary Proceedings of 
ſome Perſons, which - occaſioned the Publica- 
tion of this Tract, n, to the Author's | 
origin Intention. N Br 
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| OTHING i is len Alagrteadle to a 
N perſon of any modeſty, than to be oblig- 


ed to ſpeak or write of himſelf, But it is 
ſometimes unavoidable, unleſs one will put up 
with unjuſt reflexions, - which i is a tafk ſtill hard- 
er for an ingenuous mind. The following par- 
ticulars are publiſhed merely for the ſake of trath, 
and without any thought, or intention, of mak- 
ing any one appear in a more diſadvantageous 
light than he deſerves to be viewed in; of which 
the public are left abſolute judges. _ 

A ſeries of misfortunes in the earlier part of nfs 
had determined me to bring my mind to retire- 
ment, and a very moderate income. When the 
unnatural rebellion in the year 1745 was jut 
quieted, 2 gentleman of great worth and piety, 
in whoſe intimate friendſhip I was for ſome years 
happy,  ſollicited me to throw together ſome 
thoughts on the ' occaſion, to be publiſhed in a 
pamphlet, which he flattered me would be ſea- 

ſonable. T complied with his deſire, and made A 
1 eſent of the manuſcript to Mr. Freer, a ſtation- 
, near Temple-bar, an honeſt and worthy man. 
The piece was intituled Britain's Remembrancer ; 8 
and with all its deficiencies, of which I am ar 
my time very ſenſible, met with fo much candor 
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iv To the READER. 
from the public, that fix or eight impreſſions of. 


it here, and in Scotland and Ireland, 2 eld to the 


number of ten or twelve thouſand copies. Such- 
was the occaſion of my commencing author; a 
character I had no ambition for, nor indeed for 
any other, which ſhould occaſion my being tak- 
en notice of; for the pleaſure, or rather plague 
of: which, I had loſt all reliſh, if I ever had any. 
Being however always deſirous of ſerving man- 
kind, and having no other means for it in my 
power, beſides offering them a little good advice, of 
which, God knows, we have always need enough, f 


L was by my friends betrayed into the publication 


of ſeveral other little occaſional pieces from time 
to time; all which I ſent out anonymous. 80 
that many of my acquaintance know not to this 
hour, that I ever publiſhed a page. 


But to come to my apology for the- Fl x : 


of the following Tract ; ſome years after I enga- 


ged in the employment of educating youth, I be- 


thought myſelf, that a fort of compend of the: 
moral and religious inſtructions, which my pu- 


. pils had received from me, while under my care, 
with ſome ſerious exhortations to the practice of 
virtue and piety, might prove of ſervice to them, 


after they were gone from me; and might, with 
the Diyine blefling, contribute to preſerve them 
from the fatal contagion. of a. wicked world. E. 
therefore wrote out the following; and had three 
or four copies of it tranſcribed, which I gave a- 
way to ſome young gentlemen, who went from 
me; particularly one to a youth: of Amſterdam z 
and am ſince informed, that ſomething of mine, 


I know not if the fame, has been publiſhed in 


Dutch. But, finding, that the tranſcribing a 


very few e would come to as much * 5 
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as the printing a great number, I reſolved to have ? 
a- thouſand worked off 'at the preſs, at my own 
expence, by which means * mould have ſome 
hundreds to give away, beſides enough to diſtri- 
bute to all the pupils I ſhould ever have under my 
care. I had no thought of any body's pirating, 
or meddling with the piece, r; therefore did not 
think of deſiring Mr. Strahan, the printer, to enter 
| tt at Stationers Hall; not intending that one copy 
ſhould be ſold. I accordingly ſent ſome hun- 
dreds into the hands of ſome of the Right Reve- 
rend biſhops, and other eminent perſons, that 


they might by them be given away to young peo- 1 


ple of rank. Several perſons of diſtinguiſhed 
abilities, and eminent ſtations, expreſſed, to 
thoſe who informed me again, their approbation 
of the piece, and their defire to have it publiſh, 
ed ; which being contrary to my ſcheme; I de- 
termined to extend the plan, and work up a piece 
more proper for general uſe ; which was the oc-- 
caſion -of my ſetting about my firſt (which will 
iewiſe be my laſt) large work, The Dignity e of 
Human Nature, 
The excellent Dr. Hales ddlired to have. ſome 
of my Dire&ion-books for the younger part of 
the children of her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs 
Dowager of Wales, which J ſent accordingly to. 
the biſhop of Norwich, then preceptor, and was. 
what gave occaſion firſt to my being taken notice- 
of by that moſt amiable and illuſtrious Princeſs,. 
in a manner far enough above what I could) hay 
thought of, or expected. Theſe Udall ces k 
mention, or rather only touch upon, merely. to 
ſhew what reaſon I had to be diſguſted at indi ing, 
perhaps two years after this, that a ſurreptitious 
copy of "Oy little piece had Sn; e months 
; 1 wot as 5 A 3 before, 
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before, publiſhed under a diſguiſed puffing title, i in 


which not a word of that I had put to it, was 


left, fo that I did not know it for, my own book, 


when I ſaw it advertiſed in the Papers; ; that it 
was ſelling by dozens to give away; and that re- 
flexions were very liberally thrown upon me on 
the occaſion, by ſome who happened to know 
I was the author of it, and ſuppoſed that all this 
was done with my knowledge and conſent, and 
that the new. modeſt title was of my own.-penning. 
I had originally entitled: the piece: 4 

Diredlions, prudential, moral, religious, and 
ſcienti ic, for the uſe of the youth educated at a 
Boarding. ſchool near Londin. Being the Maſter's 


Farewel Preſent to his Pals. on their removing, 
from under his care. 


AS72384 


Inftead of which, I, to my went 8 


ſaw my poor little book diſgraced with the follow- 
ing horrible heap of bombaſt, by way of title: 
Youths friendly monitor, or, The affectionate 


Schooi-maſler. Containing his laſt pathetic farewel 


. Lefture to his young pupils, on their entrance into a 
buſy world, and their diligent purſuit after new 


employments, Together with a judidtons Poſtſeript,. 


pointing out, for their. ſerious peruſal, ſuch parti- 


cular books as muſt neceſſarily enlarge their ideas, 


and form their minds to. an early regard for virtue 
and religion. And for a motto, . inſtead of three 


1 pallages from a TOs, e » INC LO 1 
1 the 
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The 800d education of children ll} PR in = cif 
ring, with the greateſt care and prudence, to form 
their manners to religion and virtue. Tillotſon. 
The taking a taſte of every ſort of knowledge is cer- 

tainly very neceſſary to form the mind — and is the 
only way to give the underſtanding its due improve · 
ment to the utmoſt extent of its capacity. Locke, 
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the two following ſlovenly lines from the e 2 
author, whoſe works in general I look upon as t 
moſt oppoſite that can be en to and 


8000 purpoſe of education; Sq 


Children, like tender offers, take the ow, {el 
And as they MAY are faſhion'd always s grow. 
RYDEN, 


A * no man, vrho has any regard for 
his' character, on which his uſefulneſs | 
great meaſure depends, could bear to be — 
capable of putting ſuch a title as this to ſuch a 
piece, and of celebrating his own work as 'affec+ 
tionate, pathetic, and judicious. But in this light 
was I exhibited to the public by Mr. Read; for 
for that is the name of the perſon, who firſt did 
me the favour of printing my book for me, with+ 
out my knowledge. The man being however an 
object of pity; as he was drowned in debt, and 
has accordingly ſince been in priſon on that ac- 
count, I ſhould have been willing to connive at 
his getting a trifle by it, had he no way disfigur- 
ed it, or diſgraced me. I therefore deſired Mr. 
Strahan, who printed it at firſt; to call upon him 
and aſk him, how/. he came to be guilty of ſuch a 
notorious invaſion of another'is property. ' Ts 
er he ren rogs re de 3 but how- 


| Kea | ever, 
1 1 5 FFF TORY 3 * { ©. — 

| 25 80 3 icat, que, 1 3% . 98 Engliſh, 
et the 5 ſtor himſelf givea variety of precepts, wh 12 


the yòuch ma carry 2 with them. Por, thou! 
-" reading) furniſhes enough of examples for their imi- 
tation; the inſtructions given by the maſter are the 
-. moſt effectual, as the pupils, if rightly = l 
vp * love and.reverence him.  Quintilian, ..: 
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ever, thought proper to ſtop advertiſing i in the Pa. 
Pers. 9 

I'then intended to think no more of Was matter; 
and gave myſelf no farther- trouble about it; till 


by chance turning over, ſome. 1 leaves at che 


ood of a book, which Jay i in a friend's window, 
filled, as is common, with advertiſements of new 
books, I obſerved my little piece again advertiſed 
as publiſhed by two eminent bookſellers, to whom 
IT had given no more title to print it, than 1 had 
before to Mr. Read. This, I own, vexed me. 
For I thought here was like to be no end of the 
diſgrace I muſt: ſuffer, without any fault of my 


on, and for the gain of people whom IL. knew 


nothing of. I went therefore to thoſe gentlemen, to 
aſk of them ſome account of the matter. They told 
me, they had bought: of Read the copy- right, 
(which he had not to ſell.) I. aſted them,  whe< 
ther they did not think I was ill uſed by Read. 
They owned, I was : but faid, in their own de- 
| 8063 for the concern with- it, that they had 
no reaſon to doubt Read's title to the piece, as it 
had been publicly advertiſed; and never challenged. 
T-anſwered,' that they had reaſon; to doubt any 
thing, that ſuch a perſon ſaid. Nor was there 


any difficulty in informing theniſelves whether 


Read had any right in the piece, by applying to 
Mr. Freer, for whom my firſt tract was publiſhed, 
who would have ſatisfied them at once, that he 
had none. I do not pretend to judge of the prin- 
5 5 A; bretti 1170 know what mou 
inſtan ave appeared to me to be my duty, 
and ee of 1 I mean, to 4 $45 h 
out heſitation, to the true owner his undoubted 
property. For men of principle are always more a- 


Taid of doing than ſuffering wrong, Iwas the more 
* 
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furpriſed at their refuſing me redreſs, becauſe, by 
their own account, the money they had. given 
Read for the copy-right was not above Ten pounds 
between, them both. They informed me, that 
they had juſt printed off a new edition of fifteen 
hundred, L offered to.take the impreſſion offtheir 
hands, paying their expences of paper and print. 
But they inſiſted, that I ſhould: pay the copy: mo- 
ney belides. I anſwered, I had heard of authors 
being paid by bookſellers for writing; but had 
never heard of any author's paying a bookſeller 
copy: money for his own copy. As I did not 
chooſe to be thought qualified for Bedlam, I de- 
fired to be excuſed throwing Ten pounds away 
ſo very fooliſhly: I conſulted a very worthy gen- 
tleman, learned in the law, ſince dead, whe, to 
my beſt remembrance, told me, I might ſeize my 
own property wherever I found it: And that the 
circumſtance of my not having ordered the copy to 
be entered at Stationers-hall, was, in equity, no 
juſtification of any perſon's printing it in a ſurrep- 
titious manner without my conſent, any more, 
than my leaving my door open would excuſe a 
thief's coming in, and robbing my houſe; and 
that whoever lays out money upon a purchaſe of 
any kind, is to ſee to it, that the ſeller's right be 
good; for that the original proprietor may re- 
cover his own from any one, into whoſe hands 
it is, by any iniquitous means, fallen. 1 5 
I did not build much upon this opinion, though . 
doubt not but it was judicious, having no great 
ſtomach to law. And that I might terminate the 
buſineſs amicably, I myſelf made the bookſellers _ 
ſome propoſals, which I am amazed they could 
have the face to refuſe. What I offered was, 
That the full copy right ſhould be given them by 
| " | me, 
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me, on the eaſy conditions, that, as I did not Apel 


want to have any ſhare of the ſmall profits ariſ- 


ing from the ſale of the piece (though I had an 
unqueſtionable title to all that could be made of 
it) my friend Mr. Freer ſhould be a ſharer, ypon 


ſuch terms as he ſhould chooſe, or might be 


thought by indifferent perſons reaſonable. That 
the Signal title ſhould be reftored, except the 


words, Youth*s friendly monitor; which I choſe 


to leave, though part of their puffing title, that 


the piece might be known again to the public. 
J inſiſted likewiſe, that an advertiſement ſhould 
be publiſhed in the News-papers, to the expence 


of about twelve or fifteen ſhillings, which I thought 


they, who were to have the profits, might rea- 


ſonably pay, vindicating me from the imputations 


caſt upon me, and ſatisfying the public, that it 
was not my original intention that the piece 
ſhould be publiſhed, and that I had no hand in 


the ſhameleſs title, which had been prefixed to 


it. I likewiſe required, that this advertiſement 
ſhould be printed on the back of the title-page. 


If the gentlemen agreed to theſe propoſals, I pro- 
miſed to add to the book the following little piece, 


intituled Theophilus, which, I imagined, might 
render it more acceptable to the public; and in- 
deed I thought! it wanted ſome addition to recom- 
mend it. 

One would have thought all this would have 
won the very hearts of my bookſellers. _I aſked 
nothing of them, but only to do what they could 
to clear me of the reflexions I had been expoſed 
to by Mr. Read's, and their means, which all this 


would not have done; nor is it in their power to 
do it. And I even promiſed to give them Ae 5 
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the labour of a ſew evenings, as if they had not 
nh out of me before. 

But what will be the reader's ſupeles when I 
aflute him, that they would allow my friend only 
a ſixth ſhare, and that they demurred to the re- 
ſtoring my own title; the very thing I chiefly in- 

ſiſted on, and could the leaſt diſpenſe with. Nor 
were they content with refuſing to comply with 
my reaſonable demands. They even bullied me, 
threatning, that they would advertiſe againſt 
whatever I ſhould aſſert in the publick Papers re- 
lating to the affair. Being, by my friend, inform- 
ed of all this, I immediately refolved to have no 
more to do with perſons of ſuch modeſty ; and to 
take the publication of the piece into my own 
hands. But firſt, to prevent their having any 
pretext to alledge, that J had dealt hardly with 
them, I deſired Mr. Freer to make them an offer 
of taking the edition, they had printed, off their 
hands, and to pay them, if he thought himſelf 
ſafe in doing ſo, the copy-money, they ſaid they 
had given for it. But this likewiſe they refuſed, 
upon what foot, either of prudence, or principle, 
J own J have no conception. The plain En- 
gliſn of ſuch conduct ſeems to me. to be, « We 
vill do-what we pleaſe.” 

Taſk pardon of the Reader for- the trouble of 
this long narration. I have no deſign in it, be- 
ſides clearing myſelf of unjuſt imputations. And 
ſurely every man has a natural right to be thought 
of as he is. I have purpoſely avoided naming the 
bookſellers, who have uſed me in this ſtrange 
manner, though I might, without juſt imputa- 
tion of ill-nature, as they have publiſhed them- 
ſelves, I have affirmed nothing, but what I can 
oye. If they” * to 8 unprovoked ill: 


uſages. 


_ 
ém—' . . — ͤꝗüm— — — — — 
— ——k dL—— eee coat — * 2 


x3 _ T7 the RIA DER. 


uſage, I will take the proper methods for obtain- 
ing redreſs. If they have recourſe to ſcurrility, 


or abuſe, that I hope I ſhall always be ſuperior 


to. The character of an author is not what I aim 
at; that of a faithful educator of youth, is my ut- 
moſt ambition. I have never. taken the pen in hand, 


but when I have been deſired or prompted to it; 


and if I have got ten pounds by all I have publiſh- 
ed, I have got ten thouſand. I have given an 
account above of ſome of the writings which have 
been drawn from me; and how I came to trou- 
ble the public with them; and the caſe is the 
very ſame with the others; as one or two ſmall 
tracts on the deſtructive grievance of low-priced 
fpirituous liquors, publiſhed at the time when 
that affair was under conſideration in parliament ; 
a ſort of Paraphraſe in verſe on the civ® P ſalm, 


to which were added a few pages in proſe, enti- 
tuled, An Idea of the Creator from his Works, 
which was printed for the benefit of an orphan, and 


Taiſed him a very pretty ſum; and ſome periodi- 
cal moral eſſays in the Papers, of which I did not, 
when I projected the deſign, imagine, that any 
conſiderable weight would be left upon me. I 
am ſorry it is fo neceſſary for me to declare, in 
this public manner, that my own employment 


is my ſupreme purſuit, and that it is not an itch 


of ſcribbling that has occaſioned my being ſo of- 
ten in the preſs; but that I have been partly 


drawn and partly dragged into it; and that now 
J have reaſon to hope I have nearly done with that 


molt irkſome and unprofitable labour. I am 
the candid Reader 5 | 
ſincere Well-wiſher, 


FRIENDLY MONITOR, etc. 


My DEAR Farznp, 


H E Time being now come, when 
you are to remove from under my 
Care and Direction, and to go into 
other Hands, which will ſoon ſend you 
out into the wide World, where you muft 
ſtruggle for yourſelf, and either ſink or ſwim, 
250 0 as you are favoured by Providence, 


and conduct yourſelf prudently, or otherwiſe ; 1 


think it my Duty to add, to the many Advices 
I have given you from Time to Time, the fol- 
lowing Directions; and I expect you will be ſo 


kind to yourſelf, and have ſo much Reſpect for 


one who has nothing more at Heart than your 
Intereſt, as to take the Pains to give them two 
or three Readings every Year of your Life. I 


am in Hopes, that what is contained in this 


Paper, written on purpoſe for your Uſe, will 


have more Influence upon you, than any Work 
of a much * Author, whom you did not 


LB 2] know. 
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know. And all I aſk in Return for the Dill. 
gence I uſed with you, and the Anxiety you coft 


me while under my Care, is, Only to be ſo 


much your own Friend, as to attend to the fol- 
lowing Advices, and to ſtudy to regulate your 
Conduct by them; in the doing of which 1 am 
perſuaded you will (by the Grace of God) find 
yourſelf the happier in this World, and will die 
the better prepared for another. © . 

While you are under the Direction of a Pa- 
rent or Maſter, let me adviſe you to ſubmit 


frankly and readily to all his Commands, rea- 


ſonable and unreaſonable, eaſy and difficult. So 
long as a Parent or Maſter commands nothin 

inconſiſtent with the Laws of God and of the 
Land, it is both the Duty and the Wiſdom of a 
Dependent or Child to obey... That it is his 
indifpenfable Duty, is clear from Scripture. (of 


which afterwards) and likewiſe from Reaſon : 
For that, if every Dependent or Child were to 
take the liberty of diſputing the Orders of his 


Parent or Maſter (of which he cannot in moſt 
Caſes be a Judge, and in many ought not to 
enquire into) there would be am End of all 


Order and Expedition in: Buſineſs of all kinds. 
And, that it is his wiſeſt Courfe, will appear 
plainly, if you conſider, that it is much better 


for a young Man to bear with a little Hardſhip 


for a few Years, than to throw himſelf upon 
the World wholly unprepared: for making his 
Way in Life. That it is better to put up with 
a little Peeviſhneſs for a ſhort Time, than to put 
one's Friends and Relations to a ſtand, and to 


draw upon himſelf the Character of being of 
governable Temper, which 


* 


"RY 


is always taken for granted by the World, when 


a young Man goes away abruptly from his Ap- 
prenticeſhip, or other Settlement in which his 
Friends have placed him, in order to his going 
out in the World. 

| There is nothing of ſo much conſequence to- 
ward gaining a handſome Subſiſtence, and ar- 


e an eaſy and comfortable Situation in 


the World, as conſtant Application to Buſineſs, 


and a ſteady Purſuit of the main Point, You 
will always find, that, for one Eſtate gained 


by what are called Projects, or bold Strokes out 
of the common Way, five hundred are got by 


an evenly and regular Purſuit of the Employ- 


ments Men are bred to. If, therefore, you be 
wiſe, you will always be ſuſpicious of all manner 


of new Schemes, that may be.propoſed to you. 
And you ought likewiſe to be on your guard as 
to Amuſements and Diverſions, which, if too 


much indulged, will take you off from your 
main Purſuit, and may in time put ou Wers 
out of humour with your Buſineſs. You muſt 

therefore conſider them only as Recreations by 
the By, to fill up an interval of ſpare time now 
and then, and to give you freſh Spirits after the 
Fatigue which a long and conſtant A Application. 
t0 Bufinefs would bring upon you. _ beſt 
Tule to obſerve as to Diverſions, is the following. 
„That you never indulge yourſelf in any that 
are inſt the Laws of God or Society, 
*'or that, either by their Nature, or by -your 
4 excoſſive Indulgence of them, may exceed the 
6 ande or Time, a Man may ſpare without 
the leaſt Damage, or chance of Prejudice to 
* his Affairs.“ If you tranſgreſs this Rule in 


We —— it is a thouſand to one but you bring 
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yourſelf to Ruin and Miſery, For Habits, as 
I have often told you, want but a Beginning. 
And a man of Buſineſs, who gives himſelf the 


” leaſt Liberty of exceeding the Bounds of Mode- 


ration in Diverſions, cannot tell how far he 
may go, or where he ſhall ſtop. . 

Remember I have warned you, hundreds of 
Times, to ſhun the fir/? Appearance of Evil. 

To direct you how to conduct yourſelf in 
every Part of your conomy and management 
of your Buſineſs, is impoſſible for me at preſent. 
But one general Advice I will give you, which, 
if you have the Prudence to follow it, will an- 
ſwer all your Occaſions. It is only, to chooſe 
fome Man of Years and Experience, eſpecially, 
if poſſible, in your own Way of Life, of an 
honeſt and blunt Carriage; to chooſe, J ſay, 
ſuch a Man for your Friend, to whom you may 
propoſe all your Deſigns in Life, before you put 
them in Execution, and whoſe Advice you may 
aſk in all your Difficulties. Do not depend 
wholly upon your own Judgment ; but in the 
choice of a Friend, ſtrive to find one who has 
the univerſal Approbation of his Acquaintance, 
for his Integrity and Diſcernment. And when 
you conſult him upon any Scheme, you have 
in your Head, if it be of ſuch a Nature that Se- 
crecy would be neceſſary, propoſe it, if you 
can, in ſuch a Way as he may not know it is a 
Deſign of yours: For your Secrets will always 
be ſafer in your own Breaſt than in that of any 
other Perſon, though the moſt prudent and dif- 


creet that ever lived. And never ſet up your 


.own Opinion againſt that of Men of univerſally 


approved Judgment, and who are your Superiors 


in Age: For Judgment and Diſcretion are not 


diſtreſſed Worth. 
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to be gained without Experience, and in People 


of natural good Abilities are never wanting, if 
I have had that Advantage. en df Tr 
"or 


you ſhould ever come to be for youſelf in 
Life, you will not fail to have Application made 


to you from Time to Time, by needy. People 


of your Acquaintance, for Affiſtance with Mo- 


ney, or begging you to interpoſe your Credit for 


them. I would in all fuch Caſes adviſe you tg 


-obſerve this general Rule, That whoever de; 


© fires you to lend him your Aſſiſtance to an 
© Extent beyond what you may fafely lay your 
© Account with loſing, is no true Friend; but 
© has his own Intereſt only at Heart, and means 
© to make you his Dupe.” Whenever, therer 


fore, any Perſon in Diſtreſs deſires you to afliff 


him with your Money or Credit, without of- 


fering you a direct Security, conſider with your- 
felf, whether the Sum is ſuch as you may ſpare, 


without detriment to your Affairs; and if it 

not, by no Means venture it in the Hands of 
your neareſt Relation: For leut Money is al- 
moſt always 4% Money, and the Perſon, to 
whom it is lent, is hardly ever the better for it. 
At the ſame time; if you can in fuch Cafes pre- 
vail. with a number of other Friends to join with 
you in aſſiſting a good Man, ſo as the Sum lent, 


or engaged for by each, may be moderate, and 


the Burden may fall, the lighter for being di= 
dvan- 


vided or if you can any other way be of Ady: 
tage, without endangering yourfelf ; never think 


of 


0 


ou can take too much Pains for the Service 


* 


If you would wiſh to live eafy and undifturh- 


ed, either from within or from without, re- 


member gever to meddle with any Perfon's 
1 B 3 —Charatter, 
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Character, Conduct, or Buſineſs, further than 
your own Affairs may be connected with thoſe 
of another. You will be ſure never to gain 
any thing by ſuch Interpoſitions, and may often 
draw yourſelf by one raſh Word into Troubles 
you may find it very hard to get out of. There- 
fore, if you be wiſe, you will follow this Rule, 
Never to ſay any thing to any Perſon's Diſ- 
advantage, except to prevent his impoſing 
© upon ſomebody, whom you know he endea- 
© yours to over-reach. And, when you know 
© no Good you can ſay of a Perſon, whoſe 
© Name you hear mentioned, to be quite ſi- 
„„ '’ 

And as you will find great Advantage in 
keeping clear of Reflections upon other People's 
Characters, ſo let me adviſe you never to trouble 

yourſelf about what the buſy, meddling Part of 
your Neighbours or Acquaintance are pleaſed to 
ſay of your own Character and Conduct; un- 
leſs you find they reflect upon you juſtly; and 
then be ſure to amend what they blame. Other- 
wiſe it is of no Conſequence to you what is ſaid 
of you by other mortal Creatures, like yourſelf, 
who muſt be judged at laſt, as well as you. 
Befides, you will find it impoſſible to pleaſe all 
Sides: For what will be agreeable to one Party - 

will diſpleaſe the other. 5 
As the human Mind is a reſtleſs, active Prin- 
ciple, always graſping at ſome Happineſs in pro- 
ſpect, either real or imaginary, and as it is not 
to be ſatified, without an endleſs variety of En- 
tertainments, let me recommend to you, for an 
Employment to fill up your vacant Hours, and 
to prevent Life from hanging heavy on your 
Hands, the Purſuit of uſeful and ornamental 
ee ee enen Knowledge. 


Knowledge. * Tis Knowledge that makes the 
Difference between one Man and another; and 
raiſes ſome. to the Rank of Angels (ſo to ſpeak) 
when compared with others. It is the very 
Food of the Mind, and (except Virtue and 
Piety) is the moſt truly valuable Acquiſition. 
It has ſeveral peculiar Advantages above all 
other Entertainments or Amuſements Men uſually 
purſue, ſuch as, That you will be ſure never to 
exhauſt it, or to be at a Stand; but may go on 
for any Number of Vears, and every Hour find 
new See - That the more you ac- 
| quire, the more eager, you will be to gain far- 
ther Improvements, and therefore will never 
be fatiated or palled; but will always enjoy that 
\ Pleaſure with an equal Reliſh. That it will 
afford you a conſtant Entertainment at all Sea- 
| ſons, when your Thoughts are free, without 
requiring any expenſive Apparatus, or the Help 
of any other Perſon : For a Man of Knowledge 
| has only to look into his own Mind, if he 
wants ſomething to amuſe or entertain him; 
and there he will never fail to find a ſolid and 
manly Satisfaction in the Contemplation of the 
Ideas he has ſtored up in it. As to the particu- 
lar Methods of improving yourſelf, if it hap- 
1 that „ou have not time to go any great | 
ngth in Study, I would adviſe you to apply 
your leifure Hours to the reading of Hiſtory, 
_ eſpecially that of your on Country, and of 
"thoſe Books which give plain Accounts of the 
Natures of Things animate and inanimate ;. of 
Geography, and ſuch Authors upon Aſtronomy 
as treat that moſt entertaining and moſt ſublime 
23h of all Subjects in a familiar Manner, without 
a much of abſtruſe and mathematical Nene 
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are uſually ſpent in Clubs in public Houſes, you 


will improve yourſelf as faſt as others debauch 
themſelves. 
Let a young Gentleman Tek ever fo fair a 
mY ſpect in Life, it will be neceſſary for him 
Economy; in order to which one 
Parties ar is abſolutely neceſſary, viz. That he 


look into his Affairs himſelf. It was a wiſe Advice 


of an antient Sage, Never to truſt that to ana- 
ther, which a Man can do himfelf. The Con- 
ſequences of a Gentleman's neglecting to look 


into his own Accounts, may, and generally do 


prone fatal, even though he himſelf lives within 
Income. For ſuch is the Weakneſs of human 
Nature, that very few can reſiſt the Temptations 


of appropriating to themſelves what they think 


they are not likely to be called to 1 th for, 


And he muſt be a very faithful Steward indeed, 


who ſees his Lord neglect to call him to give an 
Account of his Stewardſhip, and will not think 
of making free with ſome part of what comes 
through his Hands. Beſides, the moſt faithful, 
and moſt prudent Mara age of other Men's Af- 
fairs, may miſtake the Intereft of his Employer, 
if he never conſults him, nor receives any Di- 
rections from him. It is to be obſerved, that 
the moſt open-hearted People, who valye Money 


the leaſt, and let it flip through their Fingers the 


moſt eafily, are the very People, that bear Po- 
verty the worſt; their generous Tempers ſuf- 
fering the moſt ſenſibly ht the Conſideration 
of its being out of their Power 'to ſypport the 


Character they aim at, and to ſhew Kindneſs to 
_ diftreffed Worth, as they could deſire; and ſtill 
More, if they are forced to be — upon, or 


3 under 
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under Obligations to others. Nor is any Perſon ol 


ſo unfit to ſtruggle through the Difficulties of 


Life, as one who has been genteelly educated; 


and has been wholly unaccuſtomed to Hardſhips. 
It is the neglect of Economy, neceſſary in the 
greateſt Affluence, as well as in inferior Cir- 
eumſtances, that reduces ſo many of our Gen- 


tlemen of Fortune to the wretched Neceſſity of 


becoming dependent on a Court, and draws them 
into all the baſe and ſhameleſs Practices of Bri- 
bery, and Venality, which are the Diſgrace, 
and will in all Probability be the Ruin of the 
Nation. There is no Station ſo high as to ex- 
empt a Perſon from Buſineſs: For indeed every 
Station has its proper Buſineſs and Duty, which 
no Perſon can anſwer neglecting. A Man or 
Woman of Fortune, who paſs their Life in a 
Manner uſeleſs to themſelves or their Country, 


may pretend to what Dignity or Rank they 


_ But in the Eye of ſuperior Beings, the 
borious Huſbandman, who employs his Time 
in railing out of the Ground what is to ſupport 
the Life of Man, is much more truly noble and 
valuable, than the idle and inactive Perſon: of 


Quality, who only eats the Fruits of the Labour 


of the Induſtrious. 


A s it is extremely eaſy for a Perſon to increaſe 


his Expences, if he finds his Income will bear 


| it, it ſeems ſtrange, that People do not chooſe 


rather to ſet out in a moderate Way at firſt, 


which they may afterwards exceed a little, if 


they think proper. than to begin Life in an expen- 


five Way, which they know they cannot after- 


wards leſſen, if the Neceſſity of their Affairs 
mould require it, without looking little in the 


Eyes of the World. If a Citiaen begins Houſe- 
Ween FCA | | | keeping 8 
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keeping with two Servants, he can eaſily. have 
a third afterwards, if he finds it proper: But it 
will not look well, that he retrench the Number 
he ſet out with; or if a Gentleman begins with 
2 Chariot and Pair of Horſes, how eaſy is it to 

get two more, or to ſet up his Coach and Six, 
if his Rents will afford it; whereas, on the con- 
trary, he cannot diſpoſe of his Horſes, or other- 
wiſe leſſen his Expences, without drawing upon 
himſelf the Reflections of his meddling Neigh- 
bours. In ſhort, a Man riſes with a Grace; 
but ſinks with Shame. One principal Part of 
the Expence of lving, is that of treating a 
Number of Viſitants. Upon this Head, let me 
leave with you this Remark, That ſuch Viſitants 
as come merely to paſs away the Time, to make 
Obſervations upon your Manner of living, or 
to put you to Expence in treating them, upon 
which Accounts it is that moſt formal Vihts are 
made, ſuch Viſitants, I fay, very ill deſerve the 
Trouble or Expence they will put you to; and, 
as for thoſe who come to ſee you from real 
Friendſhip and Efteem, they will put up with 
whatever. Freatment you give them. In ſhort, 
you will find the Caſe the ſame in this, as in the 
other Enjoyments of Life. Fhe moſt truly va- 
luable Friendſhips will coft you the leaſt, and 
contrariwiſe, the keeping Company for Form's 
fake, and out of Oftentation, will coſt you an 
enormous Expence, and yield you no Satis- 
oo ß latte jelin 0 iFilhes 
- Whenever you are ſettled in the World in an 
independent Way, ſo that you may have a 
reaſonable Proſpect of being able to maintain a 
Family, I adviſe you to marry, It is the beſt 
and ſafeſt Condition of Life upon many Ae- 
Tp | | | counts. 
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counts. But 2 cannot be too cautious in 
making your Choice: For, as it is for Life, a 
Miſcarriage is irretrievable; and a Miſtake in 
chooſing may blaſt the whole Happineſs of your 
| Life. . Whatever Accompliſhments; the Perſon, 
you fix your Choice upon, may have, fake care 
that Good-ſenſe and Good nature be two of them. 
If you marry a Fool, ſhe will diſguſt you, and 
a Fury will torment you. Enquire therefore, 
as fully as you can, her Character, before you 
fix your Affections, and that not of her Acquain- 
tance of one Sex only, but of both; nor liſten 
to her Relations and Friends only; but to her 
Rivals aid Enemies too, if ſhe has any. You 
may be as ſure of a Woman of Merit with a. 
moderate Fortune, as with nothing; and if you 
get a Fortune in Marriage, you make ſure of 
fomewhat. Don't marry a noted Beauty, unleſs 
you intend to give up the whole Peace and Hap - 
pineſs of your Life for a Honey- moon. There 


is not one of a thouſand of them that is ſuffera- 


ble, through Vanity and a total Emptineſs of all 
that is neceſſary for making an agreeable Com- 
panion to a Man of Senſe, a prudent Manager 
of a Family, and a diſcreet Mother of Children. 
At the ſame time I would not adviſe you. on 
any mercenury Conſideration, to marry a Wo- 
man, Whoſe Appearance is not ſuch as may be 
agreeable to you: For, to be obliged to treat, 
with an Appearance of Love, a Perſon, whoſe 
Approach muſt ſhock you, you will find: will be 
ſich a Burden, as no Con tion will make 
up for. Whenever you chance to differ, as it 
will unavoidably happen at Times, one ſingle 

Conſideration will prevent your Differences 
from going to any great Length, viz. + That 
1 | | Woman 


1 (. 13 To 
r Woman is the weaker Veſſel, and that it is 
„for the moſt part a Sign of ſuperior Judg- 
© ment to yield to the Weaker in Matters of 
c inferior Confequence, rather than protract Diſ- 
© putes to a Length inconſiſtent with domeſtic 
Peace. At the ſame time the Man, who reſigns 
his Judgment, and gives himſelf up to be ruled by 
his Wife, in Caſes of which ſhe is not a competent 
Judge, quits the Place, which the common Conſent 
of Mankind, as well as Revelation, give him; and 
expoſes himſelf to univerſal Contempt, and even 
to the Contempt of her, to whom he thus 
meeanly yields. |} 8 . 
If you ever ſhould have any Children, be 
more careful to have them well educated than 
well portioned: For a well accompliſhed Perſon 
can hardly want a decent Subſiſtence, even if 
his Patrimony ſhould fail him. In their Educa- 
tion, let the Expence be the leaſt Thing conſi- 
dered by you, and reſolve to make ſure of their 
being inſtructed in all the Knowledge neceſſary 
to qualify them for being uſeful Members of 
Society, and for everlaſting Happineſs, : at any 
Expence whatever. Take particular care that, 
if any of them have a diſobedient or refractory 
Temper, it be effectually broke before ſix Years 
of Age, otherwiſe you will nouriſh a lafting 
Plague to yourſelf, and will bring up a Child to 
curſe you. | After the abovementioned Age, you 
will find all your Attempts to correct the Tem- 
per of a Child, vain and ineffectual. The Edu- 
cation of Children being a very extenſive Sub- 
ject, it is not to be expected I ſhould here pre- 
tend to treat it fully. It is indeed endleſs; and 
no Parent, or Inſtructor of Vouth ever 3 
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fay, he had done the utmoſt that could be 

To proceed, you know I have all along taught 
you, that our whole Duty in this World conſiſts 
of three Parts, viz. Our Duty to ourſelves, or 
our regulating our own Paſſions and Appetites : 
Our Duty to others, which conſiſts in dealing 
with all Men with perfect Juſtice and Integrity 
(as well in Caſes where our Intentions are not 
liable to be diſcovered by our Neighbour, as 


where they are) and with the utmoſt Benevo- 


lence, Liberality, and Charity, that may conſiſt 
with our reſpective Stations in the World, and 
the Good of Society. And in our Duty.to God, 
which is, Thinking and Speaking of him as 
becomes Creatures to think and ſpeak of their 
Creator; and yielding a perfect and univerſal 
Obedience to all his Laws, upon all Occaſions, 
in ſpite of all Pretences and Impediments; and 
in ſhewing a due Senſe of our abſolute Depen- 
dence upon him, by applying to him upon all 
Occaſions for what- we need both for our Souls 
and Bodies. You know I have alſo frequently 
told you, that the ſupreme Governor. of the 
World does not impoſe upon us theſe Laws 


merely to ſhew his abſolute Power over us, but 


4 


for the ſame Reaſon as a wiſe Parent, Maſter, or 
Governor on Earth frames Laws and Regulations 
for his Children, Family, or Subjects to conduct 
themſelves by, viz. The general Good of the 
whole Society, I have often ſhewed you very 
fully, that it was impoſſible our Duty ſhould 
conſiſt in any thing elſe than what Holy Scrip- 
ture declares it does. That it is. :mpoſkible either 


that particular Perſons or the Community, ſhould 
be happy in this World 1 2858 the Obſervation 
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of our Duty to ourſelves, to our Neighbour and 


to God. And, that a Perſon, who did not 
command his Paſſions, but allowed himſelf in 
all manner of irregular Gratifications, which is 


neglecting his Duty to himſelf, or one who 
ſhewed in his Practice no kind or benevolent 
Affections for his Fellow-creatures, which is the 
negle& of his Duty to his Neighbour, or one 


who had no Senſe of his Dependence upon his 


Maker, nor no Love for him, nor Fear to of- 
fend him, which is the Negle& of -our Duty to 


God: That ſuch a Perſon, I ſay, could not in 
the Nature of Things be capable of a State of 


Happineſs hereafter, but-muſt of courſe be miſe- 
rable in himſelf, and make all about him ſo too. 
For a wicked Man, therefore, to imagine, that 
he may be admitted into a State of Happineſs 


hereafter, with all his irregular and unſubdued 


Appetites and Paſſions in full vigour, and -with- 


out the neceſſary Virtues and Graces habitually 

eſtabliſhed in his Soul, is to expect that Heaven 
' ſhould for his Sake unhinge the univerſal Conſti- 
tution of Things, and new model the whole 


Creation. 


In order to the ſtrict and perfect Obſervation 


of your Duty, it is neceſſary that you be pre- 
pared to encounter with, and to reſiſt, the Temp- 
tations, by which you will be in the moſt Dan- 
ger of being drawn aſide and obſtructed in your 


* s 


Courſe through Life toward a happy Immor- 


tality. The Rocks on which the greateſt Num- 
ber of- Mankind ſplit, are Ambition, Covetouſ- 


neſs, and Loye of Pleaſure. The great Reafon 


why theſe three fatal Deluſions ſo often get the 
better of People, and miſlead them from true 


Happineſs, is, That they have very falſe and 
WE 1 ; erroneous 


1 
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etrroneous Notions of their true Nature, and of 
the Gratifications they offer; That they expect 
from them what is not in their Power to give, 
I mean, ſubſtantial Happineſs; That they be- 
eve them to be true and real Goods, whereas 


they are only imaginary; and that they do not 


conſider how diſproportioned ſuch fleeting and 
contemptible Objects are to the immenſe Deſires 
of the immortal Soul. To confider them a 
little, as they are in themſelves; Firſt as to 
Ambition, how fooliſh is it for any Man to 
place his Happineſs in the Applauſe or Admira- 


* 


as himſelf, whoſe Approbation or Blame will 
not in the leaſt affect his final State, or byaſs the 


unerring Judge of all either to his Prejudice or 
Advantage. The only Value of the Opinion 
of others is, That it may ſerve to confirm the 
Judgment of a Man's own Conſcience: For it 
Cannot ſatisfy him with any part of his Conduct, 
which he himſelf knows to have been unjuſtifi- 
able, or make him condemn any Action, which 


he knows he did in the Simplicity and Sincerity 


of his Heart, from a truly good and laudable 
Motive, and for a good End. You will find 


that the Multitude judge. almoſt conſtantly the 
wrong Way, even in Matters which, one 


would think, lay obvious to their Examination; 
much more, when they pretend to judge of the 
ſecret Springs and Motives of one another's 
Actions, which lie hid within the Heart, impe- 
netrable to every Eye but His, who ſees all 
Things. Let me adviſe you therefore to aim 
ſolely and ſingly at the Approbation of your 
Conſcience and your God, and I will affure you 
of that of Men and 8 into the bargain, 
434 5 
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tion of other Men, who muſt be judged as well 
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if not in this Life, at leaſt after the final Judg- 
ment. Es 1 $45 PETTY . 
That you may not be ſo unhappy as to make 
Riches your God, or to ſuffer yourſelf to be 
drawn away by Covetouſneſs from a ſtrict At- 
tention to your Duty, or into a Violation of it, 
pleaſe to cenſider, That the only real Value of 
Riches, is, their being uſeful for procuring the 
Neceſſaries and Conveniences of Life, and giv- 
ing People an Opportunity of contributing to 
the Happineſs of others. That Money in itſelf, 
and without regard to its Ufe, is no better than 
a Bauble for Children to play with; that the 
Contents of all the Mines of Peru are not in 
reality fo valuable, as one Acre of Ground co- 
vered with Wheat; and that a freſh Egg is of 
more real Worth than the Diamond lately 
brought from the Brazils of much the ſame 


Bulk, which was valued at four hundred Mil- 


lions ; becauſe the firſt will ſave the Life of a 
human Creature from Famine ; but the latter is 
-not capable of being applied to any fort of Uſe, 
beſides pleaſing the Eye. That all above the 
Conveniencies of Life is abſolutely uſeleſs, and 
indeed. troubleſome. That after a Perſon has 
acquired: ſuch a Competency as will keep him 
and his Family above Dependence, and in eaſy 
Circumſtances according to his Station in the 
World, it is not worth his While to go a Step 
out of his Way for the ſake of gaining ten 
thouſand Pounds more; becauſe he can but 
live conveniently at laſt, and has no Occaſion to 

bring upon himſelf more Cares and Embaraſt- 
ments. That a few Years will put an End to 
the Life of the youngeſt Man alive, and that it 
Will give him no more Satisfaction on his wo . 
$3 5 8 i E 
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bed to reflect that he has fifty thouſand Pounds 
in the Funds, than that there are fifty thouſand 

| Shells at the bottom of the Sea. That, ſup- 
poſing every Man infallibly certain of gaining 
an Eftate, who will take the Pains for it, 
which is very far from being the Caſe, exorbi- 
tant Wealth and Happineſs have nothing to do 
with one another, ſince we commonly ſee diſ- - 
contented Faces in gilded Chariots, and Day- - 
labourers making merry in ſpite of Toil and 
Poverty. That the Poſſeſſion of great Wealth 
expoſes Men to a thouſand Inconveniencies and 
Temptations, ſuch as, The Incumbrance of a 
croud of Servants and Attendants, The conti- - 
nual Buz of ſlaviſn Flatterers and Hangers- on, 
The Fatigue of overſeeing great Affairs, or the 
Vexation of Loſſes by entruſting them to others, 
and, which is worſe than all the reſt, The riſque 
of one's Virtue, through the Snares of the 
World and the Deceit of Riches, which are ſo 
hard to reſiſt, that we find in fact the Rich are, 
generally ſpeaking, Perſons of the leaſt amiable 
or perfect Characters. That the Honours ſaid 
to attend on Riches are a mere Cheat ; fince the - 
fulſome Reſpect, that is paid to a rich Man at 
his Levee, is only a public Proof given by the 
Perſon who pays it, of his own want of Senſe, 
in being ſtruck with what is of no real Worth 
in itſelf; and being paid to the Wealth, and not 
to the Perſon, is by no Means worth envying. 
If ever therefore, Providence ſhould bleſs you 
with Abundance, remember it is a fatal Error, 


though a common one, That a Man of Fortune 
cougzt to live up to his Income; and that, on 
| the contrary, for a Man of Wealth to ſpend 
Bis Riches wholly upon himſelf, without making 
1 2 indigent 
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indigent Merit a Partaker with him, as in reality 
embemzling what was only intrſted, not given 
bim; Riches being properly a Stewardſhip com- 
- mitted to a Man for trial of his Charity, Abſti- 
nence, and other Virtues of the ſame Kind; as 
Poverty is ſent upon others: as a Trial of their 
Reſignation, Contentedneſs, and ſuch-other Vir- 
tues. For it is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the dif- 
ferent Conduct of Providence to different Men 
is the Effect of Partiality for ſome above others 
of Mankind, who are all alike God's Creatures, 
and conſequently all. alike dear. to him. And 
if, on the other Hand, it ſhould pleaſe the | 
. fupreme Diſpoſer of all Things to baffle. your . 
induſtrious Endeavours. towards: acquiring and + 
keeping a Competency. of the good Things of 
this World, and to fink you into Poverty and 
Want; I charge you as you would wiſh to en- 
joy Peace of Mind in this World, and everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs in the next, that you do not go 
one ſingle Step beyond the Bounds of the ftrict= 
eſt Sincerity and Honeſty (ſuch I mean as may 
bear the Scrutiny of the all-piercing Eye) in order 
to raiſe yourſelf to thoſe Circumſtances you aim 
at. For I here forewarn you, that, ſhould 
your indirect Schemes ſucceed, which is likewiſe 
a very great Chance, Honeſty being always in 
the End the beſt Policy, you will find to your 
ſad Experience, that for. what you gain in 
Wealth, you will lofe an. hundred-fold in Peace 
of Conſcience, which no Wealth will make up 
to you; and that the Curſe, which attends ill- 
gotten Riches, will conſume them like a Canker, 
ſo that they will vaniſh,, you wont know how. 
Let me therefore adviſe you to have a Care how 
you forego Happineſs for the ſake of Riches, or 
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bo 1 Tlie on your own Conſcience i ſuch” Wounds: 
ot as all the Wealth of the World will not cure. 


The Loye of Pleaſure is the third fatal Bait, 


1 which allures Numbers of Mankind to Perdition, 
of the Danger and bewitching Nature of which 
' .. You have been very fully and frequently warned-;z 
| . _ ;Ewould have you remember what-I have often 
told you, That there are no true Pleaſures, but 
what are lawful; and,, that. thoſe which leave a 
Sting behind them, ought not to be called Plea- 
ſures, but Torments. That it is only the Good 
And Virtuous who have any right. to the Pleaſures 


of Life, or who indeed can truly enjoy thema 


for that it is a Contradiction to ſuppoſe, that a 
N whoſe Conſcience is wounded by Guilt, 


and whoſe Mind, if- he is not. paſt thinking, 


 which-is ſtill a ule State, muſt be in continual 
Pain through Remorſe for what is paſt, and. 

| Horror at the Thought of what is to come, 

' + ſhould be capable of. reliſhing any ſort of Joy 


> 


dor Comfort: But that a good Man, whoſe Mind 
is calm and undiſturbed, has. both the Advantage” 


of: Freedom from Pain or Fear, and a proper 


Diſpoſition for reliſhing the natural and inno- 


cent. Pleaſures of Life; and is like to receive in- 


finitely more-Happineſs from them than a wick- 


ed Man; becauſe he may juſtly conſider them 
as the Gifts of a tender and bountiful Father, - 


whoſe. Favour he has reaſon to hope for, which 


muſt give them an additional Reliſn; and. becauſe 
he expects. nothing from, them, but what they 
will- really afford, and has ftill in. reſerve a 


higher Happineſs, after the. Gratifications i 


Senſe have done their part. That, whatever 
Men may ſay in the Hours of Mjrth and Jollity, 


| 2 defence of a voluptuous Life, there needs no 


better 
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better Confutation of the Falſhood of their 
Reaſoning; than what they themſelves furniſh:: 
For, though moſt People in the gay Time of 
Life are continually crying out, that -they have 
not had half their Share of the Pleaſures of the 
World; in their old Age, and on their Death- 
beds, they are generally found to lament that 
they have enjoyed and indulged them a great 
deal too much, That there is a great deal of 
Danger, when you come to die, of your having 
many Neglects and Omiſſions to repent of; but 
that there is no fear of your repenting on your 
Death-bed, that you had omitted to ſee a parti- 
cular new Play on the firſt Night, or ſlipt an 
Opportunity of getting drunk, or of debauching 
a Virgin; ſo that at leaſt, a Life of Sobriety 
and Abſtinence is on the ſafe Side. It is alſo 
proper that you be prepared for oppoſing and 
confuting the frivolous and fallacious Arguments 
commonly advanced by your thoughtleſs Com- 
panions in defence of a Life of Pleaſure; of 
which the moſt formidable one J can at preſent 
remember, is the following, viz. Since God has 
given us Defires and Appetites, why ſhould we 
not gratify them at all Events? Which thunder- 
ing Piece of Artillery may at once be ſilenced, 
by only retorting'the following Queſtion. Since 
God has fo formed me, that when I am ex- 
tremely heated with Exerciſe, I have a great 
Deſire to cool myſelf as quickly as poſſible, why 
ſhould I not throw off my Cloaths and expoſe 
myſelf to the Air, though it ſhould occafion my 
Death; and ſince I have then a great Thirſt, 
why ſhould | not drink a plentiful Draught of 
cold Water, though it ſhoutd give me a Surfeit ; 
and, in ſhort, ſince God has given me a Variety 

TT — .of 
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of Appetites and. Inclinations, why ſhould I not 
- ſatisfy them all at random, without the leaſt 
Thought of the Conſequences? There is no 
Deſire or Appetite natural to the human Species, 
but what may be innocently gratified, and may 
alſo be abuſed; and the Rule to be obſerved 
with regard to all the natural. Inclinations and 
Appetites, is, To gratify them only in ſuch a 
manner, and within ſuch Bounds of Moderation, 
as will beſt ſerve to gain the Ends for which 
they were implanted in the human Conſtitution z 
and that whoever breaks through this Rule is 
_ guilty of a Crime. TI tell you beforehand, that 
taking a full Swing of lawleſs Pleaſure in Youths. 
you will find by fatal Experience, is only trea- 
ſuring up to_ yourſelf,* for all the Remainder of 
your Life, an inexhauſtible Fund of Pain: and 
Torment, upon the moſt favourable Suppoſition, 
viz. That you afterwards repent of the Follies 
of Youth, which, if it ſhould not happen, the 
Conſequences are ſtill infinitely worſe. One 
would hardly believe it poſſible for rational 
Creatures ſo effectually to diveſt themſelves of 
common Senſe, as ſome, with regard to this 
Matter, do; if Experience and Obſervation- did 
not ſhew it to be a melancholy Truth. Could 
one believe a reaſonable Creature capable of re- 
ſolving (as is too commonly done) to indulge 
| himſelf in all the various Madneſs of Youth, 
and to go on in a Courſe of guilty Pleaſure, 
with. Hopes of repenting of it afterwards 2 Since, 
for a Perſon. to do ſo, is to hope, that he ſhall 
be heartily aſhamed: and confounded at. what he 
has done; to hope that he ſhall a thouſand and 
a thouſand Times wiſh it undone; to hope that 
be ſhall. hate and loath himſelf. for what he ed 
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been guilty of; to hope that he ſhall ſuffer. ten 
thouſand Times more Pain from Shame and Re- 

morſe, than ever he enjoyed Pleaſure in the 
Purſuit of criminal Delights; to hope, that he 
ſhall have the Satisfaction of knowing himſelf 
to have been a Fool and a Mad- man; to hope, 
that he ſhall have the Happineſs of knowing, 
that he has done what may juſtly expoſe him to 
the divine Vengeance; to hope, that he ſhall 
be obliged to undertake the diſagreeable and al- 
moſt inſuperable Taſk of rooting out confirmed 
FHabits, and planting oppoſite ones in their Place, 
of parting with Vices as dear to him as a right 
Hand or a right Eye, and of wholly new model - 
ling his Mind; in ſhort, it is to hope, that he 
ſhall have the Happineſs. of ſeeing himſelf. in 
great Danger of final Deſtruction: Bleſſed 
Hopes! Glorious Proſpects! Worthy for which 
to give up one's Innocence and Peace of Mind 
in the preſent Life, and the EIN of Happi- 
neſs in that which is to come. 

There is nothing in the World, of which you 
will be in ſo much Danger as Company; I. 
mean that which is commonly found at Taverns. 
If you imagine that you avoid all Danger of this 
kind by keeping only what is called /ober Com- 
pany, you will fadly deceive yourſelf. I fore- 
warn you therefore of what you will find b 
Experience, viz. That Men, who are ſober at 
Home, are not ſober at the Tavern. Strong 
Liquors have that curſed. Effect upon the beft. 
and wiſeſt of Men, that they moſt certainly. be- 
come fooliſh and wicked in ſome Degree, leſs 
or more, by uſing them. You. will find there 
are few,. or rather no Tavern Converſations, 
but. what are either- too looſe. and licentious, or 
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pearance of Evil. 
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at leaſt too trifling and ludicrous, for a judicious 


and virtuous Ear. Drinking is indeed letting a 
Thief in at the Mouth to ſteal away one's 
Brains. It takes off that Delicacy of Sentiment, 
and that Modeſty and Fear of offending, which 
are the ſtrongeſt Guards to Virtue, and gives, 
inſtead of them, a Boldneſs and Raſhneſs, which 
make People forget all Reſtraints, and paſs over 
all Bounds of Duty and Law. I have known 


the drinking of two or three Glaſſes of Wine 


more than enough, prove the Ruin of a modeſt 


and virtuous Youth, by emboldening him to do 


what he never would have dared, had he been 


ſober, vix. To go to one of thoſe Haunts of 
Wickedneſs called Bawdy-houſes, after the Se- 


paration of the Company, where he loſt all 


Senſe of Shame, and got a Liking to licentious 


and forbidden Pleaſures, which he purſued, to 


his utter Ruin. Thus frail and unſteady is 


human Virtue, and thus dangerous the Effects 
of ſtrong Liquors. There is not indeed a Vir- 
tue which this ſwiniſh Practice will not deſtroy. 
How long is a Perſon likely to preſerve his Mo- 
s his Fidelity to his Friends, his Conduct in 


Buſineſs, and even Secrecy in his own Con- 


cCerns, who gives himſelf to the Uſe of ſtrong 


Liquors? But it is pretended, that a ſober Glaſs, - 
as it is called, can hurt no Man. Do not you, 
my Friend, let yourſelf be deceived by ſmooth 
Names, that often cover very dangerous and 
hurtful Things. There is no Hazard of your 
being debauched to a great Degree at once: But 


there is great Danger of your going on from 


_ ſmall Beginnings to dreadful Endings, I there- 


fore once more warn you to ſhun the leaft*Ap=-. _ 


Swearing 


Ta: 


wearing I ſhall ſay the leſs upon, as I hope 


no Youth educated by me will ever go from me 
uninſtructed in the Wickedneſs and Heinouſneſs 


of it, ſufficiently to guard him againſt it, - Only 


let me put you in mind of few of the Obſer- 
vations you have heard me make upon it, ſuch 


as, That, of all the Vices that ever the Wicked- 


neſs of Mankind invented, it is the moſt utterly 
inexcuſable, having no Pretence of Profit er 
Honour in the Practice, nor Apology from 
Conſtitution, or Temptation of any kind, to 
lead for itſelf. That it is a moſt immediate 
and direct Inſult upon the Majeſty of Heaven, 
and tends to breed in Men an abſolute Contempt 
and Difregard for the ſupreme Governor and 


Judge of the World, and conſequently to lead 


them into all ſorts of Wickedneſs and Impiety. 
Gaming, if there were nothing to be ſaid againſt 
it, beſides its being a moſt cruel Deſtruction of 
precious Time, would ſufficiently appear to be 
a Vice unworthy of reaſonable or thinking 
Beings: For can any thing be more mon- 


ſtrous, than for mortal Creatures, who know 


not but every Hour may be their laſt, who 
have themſelves and their Families to provide 


for, who have Duties to do to one another, who 


have Paſſions and Appetites to ſubdue, who have 
their Minds to inform with uſeful” and orna- 

mental Knowledge, who have their own Con- 
duct to enquire into, and innumerable Faults to 
repent of and reform, and in ſhort, who have 
an Eternity to prepare for; to ſpend Hours to- 
gether in ſhuffling a Pack of Cards, like a parcel 
of Children or Monkeys. But if, to the un- 
pardonable Folly of loſing Time to ſo little 
purpoſe, you add the other Effects of Gaming, 
i | Dix. 
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vjz. inflaming the Paſſions, and raiſing Quar- 
yels, and the fatal Loſs of Money, which often 

ends in total Ruin; this Practice muſt appear 

in a light ſo odious and ſhocking, as muſt, I 
think, prevent you, or any conſiderate Perſon, 
from falling into any liking to it. 

As for Lewdnefs, or the promiſcuous Com- 
merce of the Sexes, without regard to the Iſſue, 
it has been in all Ages of the world allowed to 
be a Crime, and is never ſpoke of by the very 
looſeft of the heathen Poets, but as an unlawful 
Practice. Therefore, for a Chriſtian to indulge 
himſelf in it, is degrading himſelf below the Vir- 
tue of the Heathens themſelves. If you ever 
give Yourſelf to the practice of this Vice, it 
muſt be either with married Women, with com- 

mon Proftitutes, or with ſuch as you yourſelf 
debauch. To have any thing to do with 
common Proſtitute will be debaſing yourſelf to 
a Level with the very Filth and Ordure of the 
Species, with the Dregs of the Human kind, 
the very Offscouring of the Creation ; for a 
more loathfome Object than a common Whore 
is not in Nature. The odiouſneſs of this Prac- 
tice in the Sight of Heaven, cannot better 
appear, than by the abominable and horrible 
D.ſeaſe, which is made the Conſequence of it, 
| which renders the Bodies of Offenders in that 
Kind as nauſeous and impure as their Minds. 
A Proſtitute is to be conſidered as no better 
than a common Sewer, or receptacle of all the 
Filth and Naſtineſs ofa Town ; and to take into 
one's Arms what the very Idea of is enough ta 
turn the Stomach, is what, methinks, no man, 
who would be thought cleanly or gentee!, can 
bring himſelf to. Again, to be the Cauſe of 
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the total Ruin of an innocent virgin, to be the 


Means of debauching and ſpoiling the Virtue 
of a modeſt and well-diſpoſed Mind, to drive 


a thoughtleſs young Creature, who loves one, 


into imminent danger of her Life (which ever 

Woman is in Child-birth) and ef final Deſtruc- 
tion in another World; to make all this fearful 
Havock merely to gratify a beaſtly Appetite ; 1 


hope no young Man, who has been under my 


Care, will ever be capable of ſuch Baſeneſs and 


ſuch Cruelty. Laſtly, to dare to violate the 


moſt ſacred Bond of Society, IJ mean that of 


Marriage, from which all others take their Ori- 


gin; to bring Ruin into a happy Family, to 


break the Peace of a Huſband, to raiſe in the 


Mind of a contented happy Man the tormenting 
Fiend of Jealouſy, to conſign over a Fellow- 
creature to Anguiſh and Torture, which never 
ends but with Life; to alienate from a Man the 


Affections of his Wife, and to bring into his 


Family a ſpurious Race to inherit his Fortune; 


in ſhort, to do the Huſband an Injury which 
nothing can repair, and plunge the Wife into 


final Ruin; to do theſe Things is to-violate all 
Reftraints of Humanity, and to fly in the Face 
of Religion, Law, and Decency. Yet theſe 
things every Man does, who carries on an In- 


trigue with a married Woman. To conclude 


| this Subject, I will aſſure you, that in the En- 
joyment of the Pleaſures (as they are falſly cal- 


led) of unlawful Love, you will find infinitely 


more Pain than Pleaſure, and that on caſting 
up the Account, you will find the Diſadvan- 


tage, by Loſs of Money, of Time, of Reputa- 


tion, and of Peace of Mind, will infinitely 
overbalance the ſhort and tumultuous and beaſt- 
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y Iy Pleaſure; and that for what faint Shadow or 
eſemblance of Enjoyment there is in the un- 


lawful Commerce of the Sexes, all the true - Ray 
and calm. and peaceable Happineſs, this Life can. 11 
yield, is to be found in the Marriage: ſtate, where 1 
(if you be directed to make a wiſe Choice) you. 1 b 
will find that the Gratification of the enlasl „ 
Appetite is the leaſt Part of the Happineſs. Be [44 
wiſe therefore, and avoid whatever may have FAR 
the leaſt Tendency to lead you to this moſt im- 11 
pure and filthy Vice, ſuch as all manner of Fi 


obſcene and ſhameleſs Talking and Jefting 3 
which, beſides being unworthy of a Gentleman, 
and a certain Mark of a mean and fordid Diſpo- 
ſition, has a natural Tendency to corrupt both 
your own Morals and thoſe of your Acquain- 
tance. You wh likewiſe do well to avoid care- 
fully all manner of obſcene Books and Pictures, 
and that moſt fatal and ruinous Haunt-of leud 
and wanton Images, the Play-houſe. The En- 
tertainment of the Stage, which was originally 
invented for the Promotion of Virtue, and even 
of Religion, is at preſent ſo much debauched 
and ſunk from its ancient Purity, that it is no- 
toriouſly the great Nurſery of Vice and Immo- 
rality, and the principal Cauſe and Promoter of 
the unbounded Licentiouſneſs and Leudneſs of 
this great City. It is notorious, that in moſt 
of the Engliſb Plays, the pretty Fellow, or moſt- 
ſhining Character, is He, who contrives with a 
good Addreſs to debauch his Neighbour's Wife, 
or who, after running out his Fortune, has the 
Art to delude ſome innocent creduious young 
Lady of Fortune to make up his ruined Affairs 
again by marrying him; by which Repreſenta- 
tions Virtue and * and Right and Wrong, 
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are confounded, and the Notions of the Specta- 


tors are miſled, and their Approbation and 
Cenſure directed to quite wrong Objects. And 


even where the Play itſelf happens to be harm- 
leſs and modeſt, you will not be a Whit the 
more ſecure againſt Danger, if you frequent the 
Theatre: For it is well known, that by the 
Management of thoſe moſt wicked and de- 
bauched of Mankind, the Players, 'there never 
fail to be introduced into the moſt modeſt and 
virtuous Entertainments of the Stage, enough 
of leud and impudent Dances, Songs, or Geſti- 
culations to render ineffectual whatever the 
Author of the Piece may have done to recom- 
mend Virtue or Sobriety in the Play itſelf. Be- 


fides avoiding theſe and other Temptations to 


Debauchery, it will be of inconceivable Adyan- 


tage to you, for preſerving your Virtue, that 


you take care never to give yourſelf time to- 
think of any of the idle or wicked Amuſements 


of Life; but keep your Mind conſtantly intent 
either upon your Buſineſs, or upop improving 


yourſelf by ſome Piece of uſeful or ornamenta 
Knowledge. 5 | 5 
Thus I have given you fair Warning of the 
three grand Temptations you will be expoſed 
to in Life, by which you will be in the moſt 
Danger of being drawn to neglect your Duty to 
yourſelf, to God, or to your Neighbour, _ 


As for the various Particulars contained under 


each of theſe Heads, you have heard them ſo 


fully handled, and the Practice of them fo ſtrong- 


ly recommended to you by me, that I hope you 
both underſtand perfectly their Nature and 
Obligations, and have reſolved, by the Grace of 


God, to continue in the, conſtant Obſervance of. 


them 
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them to the End of your Life. They are to be 
found eſtabliſhed by Divine Authority, and back- 
ed with the moſt awful Sanctions, in the Quo- 
tations from Scripture, which follow. 

You know I have told you, that beſides the 
Light of Nature, which is placed by God in the- 
Breaft of every Man, it ſeemed fit to his un- 
bounded Wiſdom and Goodneſs to ſend among 
bewildered, blinded Mortals the Light of Re-- 
velation, to point out to them more clearly 
their Duty and the Way to Happineſs, when 
Vice and Immorality bad almoſt. extinguiſhed.. 
the original Light of Reaſon, which is, as well: 
as Revelation, the Candle of the Lord. This 


ineſtimable Advantage has been communicated 


to Mankind by a Succeſſion of Men inſpired by 


Heaven, who have appeared in different Ages 
of the World, during a Period of ſeveral thou- 


ſands of Years, till the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the great Light of the World, who finiſhed. 


and perfected the whole Scheine of God's mer 
ciful Diſpenſation to a dark, deluded, and re- 
bellious Race. And the general Purport of all 


that has been communicated to Mankind by all 
the Prophets and inſpired Men of Antiquity 
before our Saviour, and by Himfelf and his 


Apoſtles, is to teach them this great and impor= 
tant Leſſon, That Obedience to God, the 


z Creator, Preſerver, and Judge of the World 
© is the only Way, by which any Creature can 

« poſſibly attain Happineſs, and that Diſobedi- 
5 ence to him will, without timely Repentance, 
© infallibly bring upon any Creature total and 
„final Miſery and Deſtruction.“ 

That you may at all Times have clear anch 
fublime Conceptions of divine Revelation, ard. 
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[6 
have conſtantly on your Mind the Impreſſions 
J have endeavoured to make, with regard to 
this Matter, I have here inſerted the Scheme I 
have taught you of. the whole Body of Scripture, 
and of the Chriſtian Doctrine, with ſome of its 
molt ftriking Evidences, which, I hope will ex- 
Cite in you a Curioſity to attain: a more perfect 


and particular Underſtanding of them, in order 


to your regulating by their heavenly Laws your 
whole Life and Practice, in the certain Hope, 


that in ſo doing you will not fail of. everlaſting 


_ Happineſs. „ 
_ HOLY SCRIPTURE contains a brief, 
but uniform and conſiſtent View, given at very 
"diſtant Ages of the World, by many different 
| Perſons inſpired and conducted by a Spirit, who. 
faw clearly through Futurity, of all the Tranſ- 
actions of Almighty God, that were proper to. 
be revealed to Mankind, with regard to the 
rational Inhabitants of this World, during the 
whole Period of its being inhabited, at leaſt by 
our Species, beginning with its firſt Change from. 
a Chaos, to an habitable World, and conclud- 
ing with its being reduced again to a Chaos by 
Fire; giving ſome Account, either hiſtorically: 
or prophetically, of almoſt every "Thing great 


or important, that has been, or is to be, tranſ- 


acted upon the vaſt Theatre of the World, 
and opening a View, beyond Death and Time, 
into Eternity, bringing to Light the World of 


Spirits, with clear, ſublime, and rational No- 
tions of the Perfections of God, and his Will, 
and the Duty of Mankind, and their Means to 


gain Happineſs, and the only rational and con- 
ſiſtent Notions of Futurity, that are any where 
to be found, and innumerable intereſting Truths, 

1 1 which 


(31) 

' which-no human Sagacity could ever have found 
out, or ſo. much as thought of; not only en- 
lightening thoſe Countries, on which its direct 
Beams have ſhone with their full Splendor ; but 
even, in ſpite of the Clouds of Heatheniſm and 
Superſtition, breaking through, and affording a 
glimmering Light to the moſt barbarous Na- 
tions, without which they had been buried in. 
total Darkneſs and Ignorance as to divine and 


ſpiritual Things. The Out-lines of the im- 


menſe and various Proſpect it exhibits, are theſe. 
1. The reducing of this World from a Chaos 
to an habitable State *. 

2. The Creation of the firſt of Mankind in 
a State of Innocence and Immortality b. 

3. His Fall from that State to one obnoxious 
to Death, by an Act of Diſobedience e. 

4. A dark Prophecy of the Reſtoration of 
him and. his Poſterity to the Favour of God and, 
Immortality (after Death) by Jeſus Chrift ©. 

A Flood ſent to deſtroy all Mankind for 

their exceffiue Wickedneſs, except one virtuous 

Family: A ſtanding Example to all Ages, of 

the different Conſequences of Obedience and 
Irregularity. 

6. The Term of Man's Lis ſhortened on 
account of the bad Uſe the Antediluvians had 
made of its great length *. 

. Mankind, degenerating into Idolatry, ſcat- 
tered over the Face of the Earth, to prevent 
their ſetting up an univerſal idolatrous Empire s. 


Gen. 1, 11. J IbiJ. 26. ii. 7. E Ibid, 
Hi.  * Jhide HH 15- e Jbid: 8. 
5 . vi. 3 5 Ibid. xi. 110. 5 
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8. A particular Family choſen, for the ſin- 


gular Piety of Abraham, its Head, to the one 
true God, amidſt the univerſal Idolatry and 
Polytheiſm of 'all Nations, and the Deſcendents 
of it declared by Prediction to be God's peculiar 
People, ſeparated from the idolatrous Nations, 
to be a Light to the reſt of the World, and to 
preſerve his Worſhip from being loſt; and pro- 
miſes given, that from among them ſhould ariſe 
the Reſtorer of Mankind. The Deſcendents 
of Abraham by a peculiar Providence carried into 
 Exypt, to communicate ſomething of the Know- 
ledge of the true God to the People of that 
Country, and by the ſame Means to other 
countries: Egypt being eſteemed the Mother 
of Learning and Arts, and having a great In- 
fluence over the other Nations. His numerous 


Poſterity after a certain Time brought out of 


Egypt again, and, with many miraculous Inter- 
poſitions of Providence, conducted through a 


vaſt Wilderneſs, and at laſt eſtabliſned in a 


Country aſſigned them. The ancient Pagan 
Inhabitants of that Country driven out Before 
them, as a Token of God's Diſpleaſure with their 
Idolatry and other Crimes, as a Warning to the 


Tſraclites, to avoid what they ſaw bring on their 


uin, and as a Proof to all Nations, that the 


Victorious God of {frae! was the true God, 
and the impotent Gods of the Nations only 


Idols. The ſame People appointed to be an 
Example to all Nations of Ged's Goodneſs to 
the Obedient, and his Severity againſt Diſobe- 
dience. If they continued attached to the 
Worſhip of the true God, they were to be a 
Repoſitory: of the true Religion; and-if they re- 
7 . . _ volted. 
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volted from him, they were, as a Puniſhment, 
to be ſcattered abroad into all Countries; and 
their Diſperſion was to prove the Spreading of 
the Knowledge of the true God over the 
World. But after all their Diſobedience and 
their Puniſhments, they were to be reſtored at 
laſt, and to be raiſed to higher Dignity than 
ever. All which peculiar Honours beſtowed on 
this People (the Poſterity of Abraham) were in- 
tended for a ſtanding Proof, during a Period of 
near 4000 Years already, and how much longer 
God knows, of what Value in the Sight of the 
Supreme Being, the ſingular Piety and Conſtancy 
of Abraham was, and to ſhew, that he thought 
he could not (fo to ſpeak) do Favours enough 
even to the lateſt Poſteriry of that eminently 

od Man, who bad greatly ſtaod up, alone, 
for the Warſhip of the true God, againſt an 
idolatrous World; in which Light alſo the ſaving 
of Noah and his Family at the Flood, and of 
Lot at the Deſtruction of Sadom, are to be con- 
fidered. A Body of civil Laws. given to the 
tfrazlites by God himfelf, who places among 
them a viſible Glory, as a Mark of his peculiar 
Preſence, and declares himſelf their King and 
Governor. A Body of religious Ceremonies 
interwoven with their civil Polity, appointed 
them for many wiſe and uſeful Reaſons, ſuch 
as, 1. To typify the Expiation, that was after- 
wards to be made by Fefus Chriſt. 2. To be 
a Yoke and Puniſhment to the Jews for their 
frequent Deviations into Idolatry. 3. To keep 
them always in Mind of their being under a 
Theocracy, to which a Set of religious Obſer- 
vances enjoined by Law was ſuitable. 4. np 
1 5 


r 


* 2 5 
. * . 
« 8 * 


=. aur 
the ſake of many noble Morals couched under 


the outward Ceremonies, 5. In compliance 


with the Genius of thoſe early and unimproved 


Ages of the World, and of that People, for 
whoſe groſs Apprehenſions a Religion perfectly 


internal and ſpiritual was not proper. 6. To 
keep them ſeparate from the Nations around 
them, as it bas always been the outward Cere- 
monials of Religion that have made the Diſtinc- 


tions-; and for many other Reaſons too tedious- 


to mention n. VVV 
9. The Hiſtory of that People partly related 
and partly foretold, during a Period of above 
3000 Years, in which the various Viciſſitudec, 
they_underwent, ate ſhewn to be owing to the 
particular Interpoſition of Providence, and are 
all along the immediate Conſequence of their 


Obedience or Diſobedience : From which the 


greateſt and moſt important Moral, that can be 
imagined, may be drawn, viz. That Righte- 


© ouſneſs exalts a Nation; and that Sin is the 


© Reproach, and the Ruin of a People. 


* 


d Gen. xii. 1==4, xiii. 14—18. xv. T—19: vii. 
1-9. Xxii. 18 — 19. XxVi. 5. Exod. iii. 6, 8, 15. 


vi. 3. Xili. 21, 22. Xiv. 19, 22: Xvi. 32—36. xix. 
4, 5, 6. xxiii. 23, 24, 32. xxiv. 16, 17. xxix 45, 


46. xxxii. 8. Numb. XIV, 14. g 7 Deut. 15 8. 30. : 


1 35, 33+; ii. 22. n 7-001 4 i. 23.1 K. 
1-4. See alſo on the State of: the Fewvs ſeveral 


of the Pſalms, Stepben's Speech, 4&s vii, Epiſt. to 


the Rom. at the Beginning, and Heb, _ 
i See Exod. Toſh. Fudg. 1 Sam. 2 | 
2 Kings. 1 Chron. 2 Chron, Ezra, Nebem. Eber, 
and the Prophets, FIN 5 
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10. A Succeſſion of inſpired Men raiſed up 

among them, to call them, from time to time, 
to their Duty, and denounce againſt them the 
Judgments, which were to be the Conſequence 
of Difobedience *. wr” | 
r Predictions given by the fame Prophets 
of the Revolutions of moſt of the great States 
and IN of the World.. 


Diſperſion of the Iſractes secording to 
the „Threatning s of Heaven denounced by the 
LEE for "Diſobedichce- to their God and oY 
ny. 
13. The coming of the Meſfah, a Me Kh 
dom, more and more clearly held forth by Pre- 
dictions, from the firſt obſcure one, That the 
Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Head 
of the Serpent, given immediately after the 
Fall, down through a Period of four thouſand 
Years, to thoſe plain ones given by Zacharias 
the Prieſt, Simeon, Anna, and by John the 
1 ft, his Anm eqiate F ore-ranner n; and thus 
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8 Saks Iniah, OY em, te the reſt of the Pro- 
Phets. Idid and Rx. * Ferem. xxxix. 
a Gen. ili. 15. Kii. 3. xv ii. 18. xi. 12. xxii. 18. 
xXxvi. 5. xxviii. 14. xlix. 10. Numb. xxiv. 8. 17. 
boſe xviii. 16. 2 Sam. xxii. Job. xix. 25. Pl-l. ii. 
Xvi. 8— 11. xviii. xxii. 1, 6— 31. xl. 6, 7. xlv, 

| kali. Ixviii, 18. Ixix. 9. 21. Ixxii. 17.  Ixxx. 17. 

xci. ex. cxviii. 22. J. iv. 2 vii. 14. ix. 2. 6. 

xi. 1-5. Xxviii. 16. xxxii i. xxxv. 5. Xl. 3. xlii, 
1—4 6—8. xlix. 5. l. 410. lit 2— 12. lv. 15. 
Ii. 1. 4. Ixiii. 1-9. Jerem. xxiii. 5, 6. xxxi 22. 
xxxii. 15 26. Exe. xxxiv. 23, 24. XXXvili. 24. Dan. 
1 44 vii. 13. ix. 26. Hoſ. xi. 1. Micah vz. Hagg. 

ii. 7. Zach. ui. 8. vi. 12. ix. 9 xii. 10. xiſi. 7. Mal. 
i it iv. 5. and the N of the Goſpels. 
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"Us Will of God, and his important Deſigns with 


Tegard, to Mankind, opened by Degrees, every 
great. Prophecy carrying on the Scheme to the 


laſt glorious Ages, ny at length our Saviour him- 
| ſelf comes as a Light into the World, and car» 
ries his Views and Diſcoveries immenſely beyond 


all the paſt Lawgivers, - Philoſophers, and Pro» 
pet into Eternity, and 


bringing Life and Immortality to light, . 


14. The Hiſtory of our Saviour 3 Birth, Life, 


+ Miracles, Doctrine, Frophecies, Death, Re- 


ſurrection, and Aſcenſion ®. _ 
15. Records of the Eſtablihment of his © 


ligion, and the firm Adherence of 12 F olowers 
in ſpite of Perſecution ?., 


16. Addreſſes from the firſt 'Propigators: of 
Ch riſtianity to their Proſelytes, explaining more 
fully the Doctrines of Religion, and #COUra gang 


them to Conſtancy in it 4, 


17. -The laſt Charge > 50 1 Chriſt, the 


Head of the Church, to the firſt Societies of 


Chriſtians, communicated 1 in Viſion to John one 
of his Apoſtles 7. 
18. Predictions of the” future State FE the 


Church from the apoſtolie Age forward, parti- 
cularly its Degeneracy into Popery, and a Proſpect 


of the Conſummation of all Things. 
I will here add, according to my Pro- 
miſe, the following brief View of the Chrif- 


tian Scheme, taken immediately from Scripture 
itſelf, without regard to the various Opi- 


nions of Men upon controverted Points, the 


»The Goſpels of Mait, Mark, Labs, 200 Jobs. 


1 Rev. Us ii. 
5 Ibid. iv. to the End. > 
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right Underſtanding of which is rather curious 


than uſeful. And T am perſuaded that you, or 
any Perſon, who underſtands what is contained 
in the following Heads, may very properly be 
faid to know all, that is neceſſary to Salvation, 


and will want nothing more, in order to being 


qualified for everlaſting Happineſs, but a fincere 
and earneſt Deſire to practiſe according to that 
Knowledge; and the Aſſiſtance of the Grace of 
God, which never fails to ſecond the Endeavours 

of the honeſt Mind. $75 


THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION is the 


Publication of an Act of Grace to a rebellious 

World, and of thę Terms upon which God will 

mercifully receive it into Favour. © 
The Views it exhibits are theſe. 


1. God the Original of all being, the Father 


and Governor of the World *. 
22. His Creature Man, who was original 
obliged to a perfect Obedience to all the Laws 
of God, and thereupon inſured of a happy Im- 
mortality, fallen from his firſt State by Diſobe- 
dience r. ed „ 
3. The Son of God incarnate voluntarily 
giving up his Life, as a'Sacrifice of Expiation for 
the Sins of Mankind, whereby, at the fame 
time, God's Difpleaſure at Sin is clearly ſet forth 
to the View of all his Creatures, and likewiſe 
his Willingneſs to forgive Offenders upon any 
Terms conſiſtent with the Honour of his Lawsz 


Our Saviour's whole Doctrine, and that of his 
Apoſtles, go conſtantly upon that Principle. So 
that, to bring Quotations, would be endleſs. 

n Ram. iii. 10. 19— 31. v. 12. 14.18. 19. x. v. 


1 Cor. xy. 21, 22. Gal. iii. 12, 22. Epheſc ii. 1, Ec. 
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(138 
or in other Words, hereby Almighty: God dif- 
covers himſelf in the Character both of the wiſe 


and righteous Governor, and alſo of the tender 
and merciful Father of his Creatures v. 


4+. The ſame glorious Perſon, by being -blame- 


f leſs in his Life, and at laft;, obedient even to 


Death, ſetting a perfect Example before Man- 
kind, both of Obedience to the Laws of God, 
and of Reſignation to his Will *. 


5. The ſame glorious Perſon. . to 


Mankind the Perfections of God, and declaring 
his Will and our Duty in a more fublime and 
perfect Manner than ever was done before, and 
in an authoritative Manner, as one who brought 


convincing Proofs of his Commiſſion from Hea- 


ven for that Purpoſe, and upon the ſame Au- 
thority aſſuring Mankind of the Terms upon 
which Guilt was to be forgiven, ; and Renee ase 
to be found . 

6. On account of the e 5 of the 


Meſfah, the Want of that perfect Obedience 


Mankind are originally Ab to, the Defect of 
which made an Ex piation and Interceſſion ne- 
ceſſary, is overlooked; and thorough Repen- 
tance for all our Offences, which implies the 
Reformation of them, as far as human Frailty 
will it, and a candid Reception and firm 


* ee the Speeches ve” oar N in the Goſpels, 


45 the Epiſtles of St. Paul. 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
Philip. li. 5. Heb. ii. Ye 17. iv. a. Pet. 
. 21. y Aas ii. 38. iii. 19. 26. Rom. iii. 


24—29- iv. 5. 16. 24. 25. v. 1. 2. 10. vi. 1—23. 
Galat. iii. 6. 14. Epbeſ. ii. 5. 10. Philip. ji. 9. 
Heb. x. 17—21.-1 John i. 7. ii. 2. * Heb. ii. 
27,18. iii. 1. in. IS: m iin. vii. ee Ix. Y 
M83; 32+ „ 
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Belief of the Obriſtian' Religion, when pro- 
poſed, and fincere Endeavours to obey its Laws, 
and attain the Perfection of its Graces and Vir- 
tues, accepted, and made the Condition of Par- 


don and everlaſting Happineſs . And the 


Cbriſtian Graces and-V irtues are Love, Reve- 
rence, ' Gratitude, and Obedience to God; Be- 
nevolence to Men, Humility,” Meekneſs, Pu- 


Tity, Sincerity, Mercy, Charity, Contempt of 


| Riches, - Honours, Pleaſures, and all earthly 
Things, Heavenly-mindedneſs, Truſt in the 
Divins Providence, and Reſignation to it, 


Chaſtity, Temperance, Submiſſion to Gvvertiors 


in all civil Matters, Forgiving of Injuries, 
Loving our Enemies, Courage to ſtand up for 
the Truth, in ſpite of the Applauſe or Threat- 
nings of Men, Vigilance and Attention to the 
Concerns of © Futurity, '* Watchfulneſs againſt 
Temptations from within, againſt the Weakneſs 
of human Nature, and the Allurements of the 
World, Prudence without Cunning, Zeal with- 
out Heat or Rancor, Steddineſs without Obſti- 
nacy, and ſo forth *: The Practice of every 
one of which. Virtues; and- the Attainment of 
every one of which Graces or Diſpoſttions | is in 


See our Saviour's Diſcourſes in the Goſpels, ard 


the Paſſages laſt quote. Mate. v. vi. vit. 
Ixt 6 A132, 33. Ni. 4 8 Xit, 28. Xl. 37. 41. Xvi. 
16 — 20. 27. xvili. Rix. 28. Xx. 28. Nx 16. 


xxiv. 30. xxv. 31. 1 64. Luke ii. 49. iv. 21. 43. 
IX. 48. X. 16. xix. 10. Xxi'. 20. 69. 70. Xxiy. 25—27. 
John i. 49, 59. ii. 16. iii. 13—19. V. 28, 26. 34. 
v. 17. 10) 47. vi. 27. 3270. vii. 16, 17. 33. iii. 
12. 59. ix. 4. 5. x. 1— 42. Xi. 25. 27. 41. 42. xi. 
23. 29. 34—37. 44— 50. xi. 31—34. xiv. xv. Xvi. 
xvii. xuili. $0. 7. XX T9. 21, 
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« 40 CY 
itſelf, naturally, and abſtracting from our 92 


yiour's Injunction, abſolutely neceſſary to qualify 


us for enjoying that, Happineſs, to which the 
_ Chriſtian Religion 18. intended to raiſe thoſe who 
embrace it. 

7. Thoſe, to whom Chritianity is propdlet, 
obliged, after a candid and ſincere Examination 
of the Proofs,” to receive it, and ſubmit them- 
ſelves to its Laws e. 

8. Two very fraptes but ſignificant, Obſer- 
vances appointed by the Author of our Religion, 
as outward Teſts of our Profeſſion, to wit, 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. The fitft in- 


tenced as a Ceremony of Initiation into his 


| Religion, and the ſeeond as a Memorial of Him, 
and of what he has done for us, nn of 
his Sufferings and Death . 

The Aſſurance of heavenly Aſſiſtance to 
fupp ort the faithful, penitent, and obedient 
Chriſtian in the Performance of the Duties of 

* and. in the Difficulties of the prefeut 
„ 
19. 14 be future Adu of all Mankicd 
from the Dead Keen "pl the. I 
of Jeſus Chriſt *, 1% 29087) 10 


© Mat. viii. 2128. x. 14. 15. 32. 33. xi. 6. 


xii. 40. 42. XL 1 9 25. xvi. 2 24—28. xxi. 33—4#- 


xxii. 1—14. * Mat; xxvi. 26. xxviii. 19. 
Luke xxii. 17. As ii. 38. viii. 37. x. 47. 1 Cor. 
Ni, 23. Kom. viii. 9—16. 26. 1 Cor. ii. 12. 


iii, 7. 16. vi. 19. Xii. 8. 2 Cor. i. 22. v. 5. Lt tf 
I, 30, Tre, v. 19. 1 Jobn iii. 9. 24. 

er. vi. 14. XV. 12—22. 3568. . 14. 
v. 1. xiii. 4. Celaſ. 1. 18. Mi. 14. Theſſ. iv. 13. 
14. 16. v. 10. Jam. iii. 21, 22. iv. 13. 1. i. 73. 
Kev. XX. 17. 
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(41) | 1 

11. The final Retribution of everlaſting: Hap- 18 
pineſs, or unſpeakable; Miſery, to every Perſon, | | 
according as they have lived N to the | 
r get the contrary ©, 1 42 1143950 100 1 
12. The future Appearance of jetus Chriſt, ll 
as Judge of the whole human Race, to allot to 1 
, Man his Portion in the next Life s. K 
Fo hear the Chriſtian Religion recommended, 
to ſee the Beauty and Propriety of moſt of ifs 
Laws; and to let it paſs, without oppoſing it, 
but at the ſame time without being in a rational 
manner convinced of its being truly of divine 1 
Original; ſuch a Recep:ion. as this will never 1 
effecdually engage any one to it, nor ſecure him | 
from explaining away many very important 
Parts both of a ſound Belief, and of a ſtrictly 
regular Practiee. But he, who receives and 
embraces it, becauſe he has, upon a thorough 
Examination, found it to denn the Marks and 
Characters of an Appointment of God, will not 
venture to trifle with any of either its Doctrines 
or Laws, but will be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable 
to the laſt, in the Belief of the one and the 
Fractice of the other, in ſpite of all the trivial 
Objections and Cavils of Deiſts againſt its. 
. Doctrines, or Libertines againſt its Precepts. 
And he, who on rational Grounds receives and: 


—— — WU 


voy See our Saviour 5 8 in the Goſpels, and 
; 8 ii. 5 11.16. 1 Cor. iv. 5. 2 Cor v. 10. 2 756. 
i. 6—11. 1 Pet. v. 4 2 Pet, iii. 10 14. Jude 13. | 
Re, ti. 7. 10. 11. 17. 23. 26—28 „ 12 CK 1 
vii ig. W. 11. xXx. 4. 12. XXi. 6. 15 7. 12. V4. 1 
Mat. xiii. 41. xxiv. 30, c. xxv. 31, Cc. Luke 4 
Xii. 24. Acts i. 11. See alſo innumerable Paſſages 
in the Epiſties, and our Saviour's Speeches to the 
aachen in Rev. at the Beginning. 
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embraces the Chriſtian 
Sincerity and Honeſty of his Heart deſires to be- 


(42) 

Religion, and in the 
lieve and underſtand it as it is in Scripture, with» 
out Partiality for or againſt any particular Doe- 
tries or Opinions pretended to be revealed in 
it, and who earneſſly ſtrives to his utmoſt Power 

to form his Mind, and regulate his Practice ar- 

cording to its Laws; ſuch à Perſon without 
Doubt is not far from the Kingdom of God. 
We find in Seripture, that Faith or Belief is ge- 
nerally put for the whole of Religion; and very 
juſtly: For it is the Foundation upon which the 
whole muſt reſt; and wherever it poſſeſſes the 
Mind of a Perſon in its fall Strength and Evi- 


dence, it will influence and over-rule his whole 


Conduct, and affect his whole Character; and 
that the firm Belief of genuine. Chriſtianity is 
the moſt effectual Means that can be imagined 
for ennobling and perfecting the human Nature, 
is undeniably plain from comparing the Cha- 
racter of the Bulk of Mankind in heatheniſh 
Countries, where the Light of Chriſtianity has 


not ſhone, and in popiſh, where it has been ex- 


tinguiſned by Error and Superſtition; with the 
Character of the Bulk of the Chriſtians of the 
firſt Ages, who enjoyed it in 4's original Purity, 
as they all ſtand together in Hiſtory. And that 
the Lives and Characters of pretended Chriſtians 
in ſucceeding Times have come ſo far ſhort of 
thoſe of the primitive Ages, is owing alone to 
the Want of that ſtrong and ſteddy Belief of it 
in its original Purity, which they had. For its 
natural Effect and Tendeney has ever been, 
and ever will be the ſame. And wherever it is 
underſtood and embraced, as it was at firſt de- 
livered by its divine Author, it will produce its 
ao ie 2 Effect. 


a _ 
Effect. And wherever it is fairly - propoſed, 
undiſguiſed, and uninjured by the Inventions of 
Men; with all its Evidences, and all its Excel- 
lencies, ſet in a ſtrong and proper Light, it will 
not fail to produce Conviction: i in any teachable 
and unprejudiced Mind. Ho Vi : 
1 will therefore here add the following ; Abridge 
ment of ſome of the moſt ſtriki 
vineing Proofs of the Truth 1 ü 
which, though far from complete or copious, 
as indeed the preſent is not a proper rw 
for treating the Subject very largely, will yet 
(I am' perſuaded) be ſufficient thoroughly to 
ſatisfy your own Mind, and likewiſe to enable 
you to give a rational. Account of the Grounds 
of your Belief, to any one, who ſhall queſtion 
| it. 


In the firſt Place, if it is plain n the Paſ- 
4 * here quoted from the New Teſtament , 
that Jeſus Chriſt declares himſelf to be the Sa 
viour of the World, and the Meſſenger of God 
to Mankind, and 5 it can be ſhewn, that he 
has brought. irreſiſtible Proofs of his Commiſſion, 
it is certainly the indiſputable Duty of all Men, 
to whom: theſe Prooſs are propoſed, to believe 
bim and to obey his Laws. 

Next, if it can be ſhewn, That no person 
ever gave ſuch great and ſuch amiable Views of 
the Supreme Being, nor ſuch conſiſtent Notions 
of en Waste and of K nen, as * did k, 


25 


4 See Note 0% Be Is: - * Mare v.44. 
v. 312. 19. 20. 45. 48. vi. 4 15. 18. 26. 32. 
vii. 11. 2128 vin. 11. xX. 15. 28—33. a . 
Xii. 1 30. 32. 36. xiii. 77. xviii. 14. 35. 'XiX. 
| 14. xxii. 29—32. xxxiv. 2936. xxv. 1—46. Luke 
: | xi. 


(44) 
as will appear upon comparing the whole Doc- 
trines of the heathen Philoſophers with thoſe 
contained in the Paſſages here quoted, it, ſeenis 
highly reaſonable to conclude, that he had thoſe 
Notions from above, and was cnet a Perſons of 
this World. : ei fiene + 
And if it can be ſhewn,: That n no Lawpiver i in 
the World ever propoſed a Body of | ſuch wiſe 
and good Laws for ennobling Men's Natures, 
and conducting their Lives !; who can doubt, 
that his Wiſdom was more than human? 
But farther, if it ean be ſnewn, That almoſt 
innumerable antient Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
ment we re fulfilled in him, and in him only , 
is it not reaſonable. to conelude he really was 
the Saviour of the World intended in ou | 
e ae 
And if it be evident, chat he was ſo far Soon 
gaining any temporal Advantage by ſetting up 
bis ©: 00090 in the WW oglds , that * ne _ 


1. 32. Kili. 24=30,, 3 xv. 3=7. xvi. 19—32. 

xRviii. 7. xix. 12—27. xxli. 29, 30. Join 1 my 3—13. 

16— 22. iv. 10. v. 17. 30. vi. 35—41. 44-45. 

viii. 44. 51. Xi. 25, 26. xiv. 2. 20. 23. 26. xvis 13. 

14. 23. 27. 32. xvii, 1-26. Matt. iv. q. 

10. v. vi. vii. x. 16. 28. 32, 33» uin 12. 36. 50. 
XV. 3— 21. Avi. 2 24—28. xviii. 3. , 7—9. 1518. 

21—35. xix. 3— 10. 14 1730. Xx. 26. 28, xxiv. 
46. 51. xxV. 1—46. Luke vii. 15, ix. 62. x. 30. 
Ar, 42. xi. 28. 41. xii. 15—21. 33, 34. Xii. 25. 

2430. xiv. 11 15. 2534. XV. 11. 32. xvi. 
9-31. XV1!.,1 O15; xix. 12 275 XX. 3s + Xxxi. 
34. Xxii. 38. John iv. 23. 24. v. 24, vi. 27. 29. 

viii. 34. Xl. 25, 26. 44— 48. xiii, 1 4 1834 355 
We: 5: 3 xv. 2. 2 12 See W 
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3 4) 
fas 16: all! manger of Abuſe, and to Death itſelf 
by it, and that it was fo far from flattering the 
Vices and wicked Inclinations of Mankind, that 
it directh oppoſed and exclaimed againdt them , 
who ean imagine he had any indirect Views in 
it, or any Defign to impoſe on the World? - 
And if it be certain, from the Hiſtory of his 
Likes: that he performed almoſt innumerable 
Miracles, in a publick Manner, as healing all 
ſorts of Diſeaſes, caſting out evil Spirits, calm- 
ing Tempeſts, and even raiſing the Dead, which 
never were denied either by Temps or Heathens, 
and were the Completion of various Predictions 
of the antient Prophets; that his Refurrection 
was atteſted by Numbers, who: gave their Lives 
in Witneſs — the 2 it, in W 1 it vras 
impoſſible the uld de deceived, it being a 
ſimple Matter 51 Fact, and as plain front the 
Perfecution they expoſed themſelves to by their 
2 to this Religion, that they had no 
3 to deceive others; that a great Variety 
iracles were performed by his Followers 
in Atteſtation of their Doctrine ?, which Mi- 
racles they declared to be performed for that 
very Purpoſe, which were performed before 
Multitudes of Enemies and Unbelievers, in an 
Age, and in Countries, remarkable for Learn- 
ing, under all Manner of Diſadvantages from 
the Hatred of thoſe in Power, and were not, 
like magie Tricks, ſuddenly over; but of a 


* Matt. xxvi. 1-5. 45—75. xxvii 130. com- 
pared with the laſt Chapters of Mark, Luke and Fohn. 
See Note () page 44. p Ads ii 4 43. 
ill. 7. iv. 33. v. 5. 10. 12. 1. 16, 32. vi. 8. viii. 
13.17. ix. 17. 34. 40. x. 46. Mü. 11. xiv. xvi. 18. 
xix. 525 12. xx. 12. Xii. 5. 8.9. 8 


permanent 


(46) 


permanent Nature, and might bear being bw 


examined; that publick Teſtimony was given 
by Heaven itſelf in Favour of the Apoſtles, by 
ſeveral amazing Prodigies at once, in the Sight 
of a Multitude, who, to the Aſtoniſhment and 
Conviction of three thouſand People in one Day, 
heard them ſpeak in a variety of Languages 
they had never learned e; that this Religion, 


levelled directly againſt the favourite Vices and 


Inclinations of Men, ſtript of all outward Pomp 
or Shew for catching the Admiration of the 
Multitude, was ſpread through the whole World 
by a few mean ulliterate Perſons; that it was at- 
teſted by thouſands of Martyrs; 5 and that its 
Doctrines and Laws produced a greater Effect 
upon the Lives and Manners of Mankind, than 
the Works of all the heathen. Philoſophers put 
together, and that it was eſtabliſhed” in ſpite 
of Perſecution, without Aﬀiſtance from ſecular 
Power; that Jeſus” Chriſt foretold his own 


Death and Reſurred ion , the univerſal ſpread- 
ing of his Religion v, be Perſecution of his 


Followers », the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and 
the Captivity and Diſperſion of the Jetus *; all 
which came to paſs accordingly : If theſe Facts 


be all certain and indiſputable, what more con- 


ee N "Prof can be defired' of N CHA” O 


1 11310 


9 48s f ji. 1 15 992211 ii. 48, 45 1014 34. 
v. 12—14. ix. 31. xvii, 10. 12. xix. 18. 20, &c. 
See alſo what is faid on this Subject, page 42. 

0 Act, Ibid: Sr. Matt. xvi. 21. XVii. 12. 
XX. 18. xxvi. 24, GG. ® Matt. "xxiv.' Mark 
xiii. 10. xiv. 9, -e. Hatt. ine x. 
17-36. xvi. 24. XXiv. g, Se Matt. Xxiii. 


37. 38. xxiv. 2. M . her god Lake vi. wy, 
being 


xxi. 20. 
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699 
being truly what he declares himſelf, the Saviour 
of the World, and the only full Diſcoverer of the 
Will of God to Mankind. 

What is wanting in this ſhort and imperſeS 
Sketch of ſome of the Evidences of Chriſtianity, 
may be abundantly ſupplied by your careful Per- 
uſal of a few of the beſt Books on the Subject, 
as Grotius on the Truth of the Chriſtian Relivien, 
and Dr. Clarke's Evidences of revealed Religion, 
in his Book on the Being and Attributes of God, 
in which laſt maſterly Work there is a brief 
View of Prophecy and its Completion, which 1 


would recommend to your careful. Peruſal, as it 


will- prove an. Entertainment equally. delightful, 
and improving to you, and will confirm you 
moſt effectually in the Belief of Revelation, as 
you will there ſee, that Holy Scripture was moſt 
certainly given by Inſpiration of One, who fore- 
ew what was to happen in the moſt diſtant 
Ages to come; the Completion of innumerable 
redictions being clearly and unanſwerably ſhewn _ 
y the hiſtorical Records of ſucceeding Times, 
and thoſe, which are not yet fulfilled, being 
evidently i in a fair Way toward their Comple- 
tion. # 
Thus PEE thus n and thus 
worthy of. God is that glorious Revelation, with 
whoſe heavenly, Light this Wold is bleſt. And, 
if it be certain, that there are no ſuch ſublime or 
ſuch conſiſtent Notions of the Supreme Being, 
no ſuch; juſt Notions of our own Nature, no 


ſuch clear Views of our Duty and Way to Hap- 


pineſs, to be found any where elſe, nor ſuch a 
perfect Syſtem, of . Morality, nor ſuch a Set of 
illuftrious. Examples of true Heroiſm, nor ſuch 
Views of the direful eee of Vice, N 
uc 
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| ſuch Full and well tablifhed ProſpeRs . of a final 
expat to Virtue,- communicated to Mankind 
by any other Means; if, 1 ſay, theſe things be 
4. as upon Examination you will moſt certainly 
find, what Diligence ought you to uſe, to un- 
derftand thoroughly and perfectly this great 
Rule of Life, and what Care to obey ſtrictiy all 
the ſublime and heavenly Precepts contained in it? 
I charge you therefore, as you will anſwer it in 
the great Day of Accounts, that you do not 
upon any Pretence whatever prefume to-venture 
upon any Action forbidden in it: But chat, 
without offering to muſter up any vain and 
preſumptuous Reaſonings, or ſophiſtical Apo- 

logies, for ſuch Actions as are expreſiy declared 
in it to be unlawful, you reſolve, in ſpite of the 
wretched Raillery of ike Profane, the Temp- 
tations of the World, and even of the Fury of 

Perſecution itſelf, to yield -an-uninterrupted, an 
unſhaken, and a blind Obedience to all and 
every one of its Commandments, the leaſt as 
well as the greateſt, and the hardeſt as well as 
the eaſieſt. 

One of the ſatal Dekifions? which has coſt 
Numbers of unhappy Mortals their Souls, is the 
groundleſs Imagination, That the Divine 'Mercy 

js infinite; that God is willing to forgive any 
thing; and that he will not require much of his 
Creatures ; but will admit them to Pardon and 
Happineſs upon the eaſy Terms of a Death- bed 
Repentance, or a fe lazy and ineffectual Wilhes. 
The te Falfhoed of theſe Suppoſitions appears in 
almoſt every Chapter of the Bible, in which I 
know of no Latitudes allowed us; no Grounds 
for Prefumption; but find that eyery where 
the greateſt Purity of Heart, and the utmoſt 
Strictneſs 


| (49) 
Striqneſs of Conduct are abſolutely inſiſted upon, 


in order to our having any Chance for Salvation. 


We are told in Scripture, that the Judge of the 


World will by no Means clear the Guilty, that 

is, the impenitently wicked; that he is a con- 
ſuming Fire; that he is of purer Eyes than t6 
behold Iniquity, or look upon Evil; that the 
Wicked ſhall not ſtand in his Sight; but that all, 
who forget God, ſhall be turned into Hell; 


that the Soul that ſins, ſhall die; that without 5 


Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord; that for 
every idle Word, Men ſhall be brought into. 


Judgment; that that Perſon's Pretences to Re- 


ligion are vain, who does not bridle his Tongue; 


that it is neceſſary to cleanſe ourſelves from n all 
Filthineſs of Fleſh, and Spirit, and to perfect 


Holineſs, that is, to be perfectly holy; that we 


muſt keep ourſelves unſpotted from the World; 


that we muſt avoid every Appearance of evil z : 
that we muſt lay aſide every Weight, and the 
Sin, that ſo eaſily beſets us, and run the Race 
ſet before us; that we muſt think on, and 


practiſe whatſoever things are true, honeſt, pure, 
lovely, and of good Report; that every one, 


that names the Name of Chriſt, muſt depart 
from Iniquity; that it is neceſſary ta act an 
honeſt Part, not only in the Sight 1 God, but 
of Men alſo, giving no Cauſe of Offence to 


any one; that whoever habitually offends in one 


Point, is guilty of the whole Law, that is, of 
inſulting the Authority which framed the whole; 
that we muſt therefore have Reſpect to all the 
Divine Commandments:; that our Converſation 
in the World muſt be in Simplicity and godly 


Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but accord- 


ing to the Grace of God that whatever we do, 
| We 
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„ 
we muſt do it from the Heart, as to God, and 


not as to Men; that neither Circumciſion nor 
Uncircumciſion avails any thing, but a new 


Creature; that is, a thorough Reformation of 

Heart and Life; that a Form of Godlineſs, 
without the Power of it, is hateful in the Sight 
of God; that Faith without Works is dead; 

and that the Hope of the Hypocrite ſhall periſh. 
We are commanded to ſtrive to enter in 
at the ſtrait Gate; for that ſtrait is the Gate, 
and narrow the Way, which leads to Life, 


| and few. there be that find it; to give Dili- 


gence: to make our Calling and Election ſure ; 
to keep our Loins girded, and our Lights 


burning, and to be like thoſe, who watch for 


the Coming of their Lord ; to ſtand faſt in the 
Faith; to quit ourſelves like Men; to take the 
whole Armour of God, that we may be able to 
withſtand in the evil Day; ; ſince we wreſtle not 


with Fjeſh and Blood, but with Principa'ities 


and Powers; to add to our Faith, Virtue, and 


| Knowledge, and Temperance, and Patience, 


and Godlineſs,. and Benevolence; and to take 
care that theſe and all other Virtues be in us, and 
abound, and increaſe; to reſolve to go on to 
Perfection, forgetting our paſt Attainments, and 
reaching forth to the Things that are before, or 


thoſe Degrees of Virtue we have not yet at- 


tained ; to walk even as Chriſt walked; to be 
Followers of God, as his Children; to be per- 
fect, even as our heavenly Father is perfect; 

not contenting ourſclves with ordinary Degrees 
of Goodneſs; but taking Care that our Righte- 
ouſneſs exceed that of Scribes, Phariſees, and 
formal Profeſſors of Religion ; : in a Word, to 


pee to the 1 in ſpite of all Oppoſition, 


4 | fighting 


. 


* 
> 


1 (51) | 
fighting the good Fight, and working out our 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling; for that 
God will bring every Work into Judgment, 
with every ſecret Thing, whether it be good, 
or whetber tbe Il. t4 þ 
No Man can well ſuppoſe he can go to Heaven 
between, ſleeping. and waking, or that it is an 
eaſy thing to gain everlaſting Happineſs, who 


attends to ſuch Directions of Scripture, as theſe. 


Though it will be chiefly your own Fault, my dear 


Friend, if ever you experience any conſiderable. 


Degree of Difficulty in a virtuous and religious 
Courſe. You: have only to keep . yourſelf from 
the wicked Ways of the World, and you will 


never know by Experience what our Saviour 


means by cutting off of right Hands, and pluck- 
ing out right Eyes, to wit, mortify ing Luſts and 


Affections, as dear to us as the tendereſt Parts of 


our Bodies. Therefore, as you ſee ſo great a 
Degree of Purity of Heart, and Strifineſs of 

Conduct is required of us, let me adviſe you, 
whenever you are in doubt whether you may or 
may not do any particular Action, to conſider 


whether it would have been ſuitable for our Sa- 


viour, or his Apoſtles to have done it; for it is 
their Example we are to follow, and not that of 
a corrupt and degenerate World around us; and 
that whatever would have been unworthy of the 
Apoſtle Paul, for example, is likewife unworthy 


of you. For every Chriitian ought to ſet up 


for a Follower ef Jeſus Chriſt, as much as the 
Apoſtte. Pn bimſ ei ad po [i 8 
The Weakneſs and Short-ſightednefs of Man- 
kind is ſuch, our Propenſity to Pleaſures, Riches, 
and Honours, is ſo ſtrong, and the Temptations 
from the various Objects, which are continually 
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ſoliciting our Senſes, are, through our Weak⸗ 
neſs, ſo powerſul, that we are in the utmoſt 
Danger, eſpecially in the unthinking, and un- 
experienced Years of Youth, in ſpite of the re- 
peated Injunctions of Parents and Teachers, 
of breaking looſe from the peaceful Ways we 
have been taught to walk in, and of wandering 
into the crooked Paths of Vice and Folly. And, 
alas, who can tell, but I may live to Tee the 
Day,. when you, or ſome other of my Flock, 
ſhall wander like loſt Sheep, and fall in among 
the devouring Wolves of this World ? When 
Temptation ſhall ſolicit, when Virtue ſhall fleep, 
and frail Nature ſhall fall. The time may come, 
when the Cares, the Deceits, or the Terrors of 
this World may -prevail ; when you may even 
give yourſelf up to be led captive by Satan at his 
Will. The Spirit of God may be fo provoked 
.. againſt you, as to leave you to youfſelf; and: 
then the Advices, the Commands, the Intreatics,, 
the Prayers and:Intereeffions of Parents, Teachers, 
and Friends, and even the Redemption pur- 
chaſed by our Saviour himſelf, will ſeem as loſt 
upon you. My Heart ſinks within me at the 
— Thought, that a Soul, I have had the Care of, 
mould ever be in the leaſt Danger of final Ruin; 
that one, whom I have laboured to fit and pre- 
pare for Uſefulneſs in this Life, and for Glory 
in a better, ſhould have the leaſt Chance of de- 

generating ſo far, as to become a Nuſance on 
Earth, and a Veſſel fit for Deſtruction hereafter. 
Should I ever fee any of thoſe; whofe amiable 

Form, in the Years of Youth and Innocence, 
has ſo often delighted my Eye, and foftened my 
Heart with Tenderneſs next to that of a Parent; 
ſhould Lever ſee any of them | potted + and de- 
EEG „ bauched 


| „ 
bauched with Vice and Folly: Should J ever ſee 


thoſe Eyes, which I have ſo often viewed with 


1 Bak and fancied I have ſeen in them the 


Dawning of every manly Virtue, inflamed with 


Luſt or Drunkenneſs; ſhould I hear that Tongue, 


whoſe. innocent Prattle has ſo often charmed me, 

| uttering Impieties, or Obſcenities; or find that 

"Mind, whoſe Faculties I endeavoured to cultivate 

with uſeful and ornamental Knowledge, and to 

_ enrich with every virtuous Principle, debaſed 

and ſunk with Falſhood, Senſuality, or Cove- 

| touſneſs, and my nobleſt Work * defaced and 

ruined; or ſhould J hereafter how ſhall I 

_ expreſs it? - Should I ſee a Soul, in whoſe 

everlaſting Happineſs I hoped to triumph, and 

which I thought to have among others for 

a Crown of rejoicing to me in the great Day of 

Retribution, driven out from God and Bliſs, 

and condemned to the Puniſhment prepared for 
the irrecoverably Wicked O fearful Pro- 

ſpect! O ſtartling Thought! The Horror of it 
overpowers me. 

I hope better things however, my dear F n 
and that this will never be the dreadful Caſe of . 
any of you. But, as any Perſon, in a State of 

Trial, may be in danger of miſcarrying, if it 

ſhould ſo happen (which may God, of his infi- 

nite Goodneſs, prevent) that you ſhould here 
after, through the Force of Temptation, or by 
the powerful, and almoſt irreſiſtible Influence of 
bad Company, be for ſome time hurried down 


the Stream with the Multitude; if you ſhould be 


ſo u and ſo unhappy, as, for a time, to 


by FN to yourſelves, that we e loſe not what we 
» * Lave wrought, es Cc 2 5 8. 
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forget che repeated Warnings you have Had 
from your Parents, and from me, and others, 
and to throw away any Part of that ineftimable- 
| Gift of God, I mean yout Life, which is given 
us to work out the important Work of dur Sal- 
vation, upon the wretched Purſuits, with which 
too many of Mankind are bewitched; if this 
ſhould be your unhappy Caſe, yet let me beg 
of you by all that is dear to you; by your Deſire 
to enjoy Peace of Mind while in this World, 
and everlaſting Happineſs in the next; let me 
intreat you by the Worth of your immortal. 
Soul, and by the Love and Fear of Almighty 
God ; let me beſeech you, as you would wiſh 
to avoid the racking Pain of Remorſe in this 
Life, and the inconceivable Vengeance of pro- 
voked Omnipotence in the next; if there is 
any thing inviting in the Proſpect of gaining the 
Favour cf Him who can make you happy be- 
. yond Imagination, or any thing fearſul in meet- 
ing that Wrath from which all-created Power 
cannot deliver you, let the Conſideration of theſe 
Things awaken you, before it be too late, to re- 
pent, and throughly reform your Vices and Fol- 
lies; to correct the bad Habits you may have 
acquired, and eſtabliſn good and virtuous: Diſpo- 
fitions in their room. The ſhorteft Follies are 
the beſt; and any. time whatever is too long to 
ſpend to no purpoſe, or to bad Purpoſes. The 
* fooner you take up, it will be the better for you 
both in this World and the next, If you ſhould 
"go fatally aſtray, and draw yourſelf into Guilt, 
the Conſequence muſt be, either you will after- 
wards repent and reform, or you will continue 
" hardened and impenitent to the laſt. Whether 
the former or the latter of theſe be the Caſe, 
ds be 
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Joſer. For I give you Warning beforehand, 
and affure you upon the Experience of the wiſeſt 


Men of all Ages, that you will fuffer more 


"cutting Pain from one Hour's Reflection upon 
your paſt Vices and Follies, than you could find 
Pleaſure in an hundred Years Enjoyment of all 


the Riches, Honours, or fenſual Delights, the 
World can yield, On the other Hand T give 


you notice, that you will never do a worthy 
Action, but the very Pleaſure, you will enjoy 
from the Reflection upon it in your own Mind, 


will abundantly make up for all the Self-denial 


or the Trouble it may coſt you in the doing it: 
| Nay I tell you farther, that it will give you in- 
| figitely more Satisfaction, in your ſober Hours, 


to reflect, that you have denied yourſelf any 


.# Tallty Enjoyment, than the Poſſeſſion of it would. 
have given you. Though in yielding to the 
brutal Inſtigation of an unworthy and unmanly 
Inclination, you ſhould enjoy a kind of confuſed 


and turbulent Pleaſure for a ſhort Time, you 


vill be fure afterwards to ſuffer a moſt acute 
and piercing Pain, as long as you live, from the 


Stings of yout awakened Confcience ; or, if you 
do not repent in this World, confider the fearful 


Proſpect you will then have of repenting in the 
World to come, when it will be too late. 
Whereas, on the other Hand, though in the 


doing a good Action, or denying yourſelf ſome 


guilty Enjoyment, you ſhould go through ſome 


rouble or Uneaſineſs for a thort time, you 


will be ſure to enjoy, during your whole Life, 
that moſt charming and inexpreſſible Delight of 
krellecting, that you have acted a Part worthy of 
you as a Man and a Chriſtian, beſides the glo- 
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rious Proſpect: of receiving that raviſhing Ap- 
probation from the great Fader at laſt, < Well 
done, good and faithful Servant, enter thou 
< into the Joy of thy Li. 

Were it poſſible you could monopolize all the 
Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures of the World, 
which no one ever did, or will do, you could 
not poſſibly enjoy them above fifty or ſixty Years 
at the moſt: For, after that Age, the Decline 
of Life, and Death come on; and where are 
then your Riches, Honours; and Pleaſures ? But 
it is a great Chance whether you ever attain the 
Share you propoſe to yourſelf of the Trifles of 
this World, or whether they be not ſnatched from 
you, or you from them, when you leaſt think 
of it. So that, to ſell your Happineſs, not for 
the Enjoyment, but for the mere Expectation of 
the Riches, Honours, or Pleaſures of this World, 
is quitting a ſolid, a real, an everlaſting Poſſeſ- 
ſion, for the bare Hope of what is vain, deceit- 
ful, and periſhing, when attained, It is, in 
ſhort, to ſell your Soul, not for the Poſſeſſion of 
a Vanity, but for the Hope of a Vanity. A 
Degree of Folly one would not imagine a ratio- 
nal Creature capable of, did we not ſee too 
many fatal Examples of it in the World. 
I, therefore, here ſolemnly call to Witneſs 
your own Conſcience, and the great God. of 

Heaven and Earth, and Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour 
of the World, and the Judge, before whoſe _ 
awful Tribunal you and I muſt one Day appear, 
that I have, in the Sincerity and Honeſty of 
my Heart, laid. before you fully, earneſtly, and 
frequently, your whole Duty, with the * 
ragements you have to obſerve it, and the Ter- 
rors denounced by Heaven againſt: you, if you 
; ; : tranſgreſs 
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fratiſgreſs it. And I charge you before God and 
his holy Angels, that you take care not to trifle 
with the many awful Warnings you have had 
from me; nor think of deceiving yourſelf by 
venturing ſo much as to come near the Brink 
of Vice, from the *fooliſh and prefumptuous 

Hope, that it will be in your own Power to ſtop 
in your Carriere, whenever you pleaſe; and that 


you will go juſt ſo far, and no farther 3 leſt you i 


find to your fad Experience, what thouſands 


2 have found before you, That it is as eaſy for the 


Ethiopian to change his Colour, or the Leopard 


his Spots, as for one, who has once accuſtorned - 


they, Who dare the Patience of Heaven, and 


neglect the time given them to repent, fhall 
have their Day of Grace ſhortened, and be de- 
prived of the Opportunities they abufe, Vice 
in its native and genuine Shape is a Monſter of 


ſuch a frightful Appearance, as, to be abborred 


by an innocent Mind, needs only to be ſeen: 
But the bewitching Piſguifes it puts on, are in- 
numerable, and, alas! to the greateſt Part of 
Mankind irreliftible. The grand Art and Se- 
cret, therefore, of Vittue is, To venture 
upon no Action, of whoſe Innocence one is 
„not abſolutely certain, and to avoid the leaſt 


© APPEARANCE of Evil.” Do not therefore 


fo much as come near a wicked Perſon; don't 


fo much as allow the Thought of a wicked. 


Action to paſs through your Mind; fly from 
Whatever is in the leaft ſufpicious; eſcape to the 
Wilds of Afica, rather than mix with infectious 
Company; ſuffer yourſelf to be thrown down a 
. Precipice, to be plunged into the Sea, or into 

a fiery Furnace, rather than to be * 
e uilt. 
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Guilt. For, one Crime leads to another; one 
Vice begets ten others; repeated Acts turn into 
Habits; evil Habits in time become inveterate; 
Temptations attack; wicked Company ſeduces; 
one Degree of Debauchery follows another; 
Conſcience hardens ; Heaven forſakes; Miſery. 
pu ſues; Deſpair overtakes; Satan conquers z 
Death ſeizes; and Hell follows at his Heels. 
Such is the dreadful Progreſs of Vice; and ſuch 
may be the Fate of any Perſon, who once breaks 
looſe from the Ways of Virtue and Sobriety. 
Take warning then, I beſeech you, in time, and 
remember,that whatever wrong Courſes you may 
take, I have diſcharged my Conſcience, I have 
delivered my Soul, and ſhall be obliged hereafter 
to appear againſt you, and to teſtify to your. 
Face, before God, Angels, and Men, that I 
have ſet before you this Day, as I have hundreds 
of Times before, Life and Death, the Blefling 
and the Curſe, Happineſs temporal and. eternal ; 
and, from a friendly Monitor, ſhall. be obliged 
to become your ſevere Accuſe. 
I ought now to think of concluding this 
Paper: But I know not how to give over. I 
am ſo much aware of the Inconſtancy. and un- 
ſteddineſs of the human Heart, the Frailty of 
the beſt Reſolutions, and, the moſt obſtinate 
Virtue we can boaſt, the fatal Power of 'Temp- 
tation, the terrible Effects of bad Company, 
and the almoſt irreſiſtible. Force of Example, 
and withal, the Difficulty of attaining that high 
Pitch of Virtue neceſſary to qualify for the En- 
joyment of the Chriſtian Salvation, that I trem- 
ble to think what Trials you, or any Youth 
under my Care, may have to go through, and of 
the dreadful Hazard you run in paſting through 
| | _ | 3 ö . 
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Life. Methinks I could therefore begin afreſh, 
and repeat to you over again, if it were poſſible, 
all the Directions and all the Warnings, I have 
given you. For if all I have done ſhould prove 
too little, I know I ſhould refle& upon myſelf 
to the laſt Day of my Life, and fancy that I 
might have added ſome other Hint, or ſet Things 
in ſome other Light, ſo as to have guarded you 
againſt the fatal Miſcarriage. What the Conſe- 
quence, with regard to myſelf, might be, ſhould 
1 ſee any of the Youth I have educated, become 
notoriouſly and obdurately wicked, I cannot at 
preſent ſay; or whether I ſhould ever get over 
it or not. But, if any of you ſhould reſolve 
to turn your Back upon Virtue and Sobriety, 
and to forſake the Ways of Goodneſs and Hop- 
pineſs, I ſhould wiſh you firſt to turn your Back 
upon your Country, to forſake this Part of the 
World, and to remove to ſome diſtant Region, 
From whence I ſhould have no Chance of hear- 
ing ſuch Accounts of you, as muſt fill my Soul 
with Anguiſh at preſent inconceivable to me. 
After all, I know it is not in him who plants, 
or in him who waters, to give the Increaſe, 
but in God only. To him, therefore, the Fa- 
ther of Spirits, and the Giver of every good 
and perfect Gift, I commit the Care of you. 
And I ſincerely and earneſtly pray, that He 
may inſpire you continually with virtuous Senti- 
-ments and honeſt Intentions, which will always 
produce the Fruit of good and laud able Actions. 
That he may, by the internal Motions of his 
Spirit upon your Heart, continually impreſs upon 
you ſuch a owns | and lively Senſe of the Obli- 
gations of your Duty, as may engage you to the 
conſtant and regular Obſervation of his Laws 
| Be | in 
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bring upon you ſuch 
ments, whenever you tranſgreſs, that you may 


( 60) . 
in all your Thoughts, Words and Actions; and 


ſuch an awful Senſe of his Greatneſs, and his 


Power over you and all Creatures, and ſuch a 
Horror at the greateſt of all Evils, Vice and 
Impiety, and ſuch a Fear of the irreſiſtible Ven- 

eance of Omnipotence, as may effectually re- 
flrain you from daring to offend him. That 
he may give bis Angels charge over you, that 
they may ſtand by you in the dreadful Hour of 


Temptation, and withhold you in time, before 


vou have irrecoverably plunged yourſelf into 
Guilt. That in his £200 Providence he may 
isfortunes. and Chaſtiſe- 


always read your Sin in your Puniſhment, and 
be driven, by thoſe well-timed and fatherly Cor- 


rections, to forſake the Follies which have 
brought them upon you, and to return to the 
Ways of Sobriety and Regularity. That you 
may be led to the Admiration and Love of all 
thoſe Virtues and Graces, which are the only 
true Ornaments of our Nature. That, through 


the Divine Aſſiſtance, you may improve in 
every truly valuable Endowment neceſſary to fit 
you for being an Advantage and Blefling to So- 
ciety, while in this World; and that, after 
baving, Day by Day, and Year after Year, 


gone on raiſing one Improvement upon another, 


one Virtue upon another, not contenting your- 


ſelf with moderate Degrees of Goodneſs, but 
aiming at the Example of the glorious Author 
of our Religion, and of God himſelf, you may 


have an eaſy Admiſſion to that happy State, 
where you may for ever riſe to higher and higher 
Degrees of. Perfection; to Glory, and Greatneſs, 
inexpreſlible by mortal Tongue, inconceivable 


* 


TW. 4 
by human Imagination, to Degrees of Elevation 
from whence you may look down on the Rank | 
at preſent held by Angels; nay to Stations ben 
'yond the preſent Conception of the higheſt 1 


— o —— — 
9 
— — F rr 


Archangel in Heaven; for ſuch muſt be the ff 
Progreſs of every glorified Spirit, who is placed MIR 
in a Condition in all reſpects advantageous for Wl | 
Improvement, with an Eternity to improve in. 1 
And, through the effectual and all-powerful 11 


Bleſſing of Heaven upon my Labours among if 
you, may it be my Happineſs to prove the In-„— 
ſtrument (however unworthy) of putting you wi 

| firſt in the Way to a Felicity begun in this 
World, but never to come to an End; and to | 

rejoice in your Joy, and glory in your Glory, 

o all Eternity. R 1 

' 

| 

| 
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S you, and the reſt of the Youth. educated by 


Grounds: and Principles of moſt Branches of uſeful 
and ornamental Knowledge; if you ſhould find 
Inclination and Opportunity to purſue them, it 
will be neceſſary to furniſh yourſelf with ſome of 
the beſt Books on the reſpective Subjects. I will 
therefore name you a few of the moſt comprehenſive 


care to digeſt thoroughly what you read, before you 
proceed farther ; to purſue but one Branch of Know- 
ledge at once; to conſider carefully what you have 
read; and, as much as you can, to ſet down in 
Writing ſhort Sketches of what you read. Some of 

the following Books you know already in ſome Mea- 
ſure, and others of them will be new to you. 


In Lo ic, or the Art of Thinking and Expreſſing 
one's Thoughts, Greenwood's Engliſh Grammar. 
Mattis Logic. Lacke on Human Underfianding. And 

the Conduct of the Underflanding, by the ſame Author. 
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But it is chiefly by Buſineſs, by Travel, by Expe- 
Tience, and by the Converſation of thoſe Who have 


is to be acquired, | 


r 


me, have had it in your power to know the 


and perſpicuous, which you may read, for the moſt 
part, in the Order I ſhall place them in; taking 


In Oxconomics, The Spectator, Tatler, and 
Guardian. Various Collections of prudential Maxims 
and Aphoriſms. And the Lives of eminent Perſons. 


had theſe Advantages, that this Branch of Knowledge 


in 


[ 
F 
4 
F 


POSTSCRIPT. 


In Mon atity. and Divinity, Vollaſton s Re- 
ligion of Nature delineated. Puffendorffe's Law of - 
Nature aud Nations. Grotius on the Rights of War 

and Peace. Gaſtrel's Chriſtian Inflitutes. Clarke on. 

| the. Attributes. Laradner's Credibility of the Chriftian 
Religion. Butler's Analogy. Hammond, Le Clerc, and 

Patrick, on the Old Teſtament, Clarke, Locke, Pyle, 
and. Whitby on the New. To which add, Barrow's, 
Tillotfor's, and Clarke's Sermons. . 


In HisTory, Nollin' Method of Studying the 
Belles Lettres, (of which Hiſtory is one Part.] Rollin: 
Antient Hiſtory. Univerſal Hiſfory. Puffendorffe's 
ITitroduction to the Hi gory of E 9 * Rapin s Hiſtory 
of England, Mezeray's and Daniel's of France. 
Marianas of Spain. Le Clerc's of the United Pro- 
wincer. Sir Paul Ricaut's of the Turks. Oakley's of 
the Saracens. Potter's Greek, and Kennet's Roman 
Antiquities. Atlas Hiſtorique. To which add, Sir | 
"Jſaac Newton's Chronology. And in Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, Euſebius, Socrates, Ec. Cawe's Lives of the 
Fathers, . Dupin's Eccleſiaſtical Hiftory. Hiſtories of 
the Councils of Piſa, Conſtance, Bafil, and Trent. 
Bowers Hiſtory of the Popes. Limborch's of the In- 
quifition. Sleidan's Hiſtory of the Reformation in Ger- 
many. Brandt s of that in the Low Countries. Ruchat's 
5 8 Burnet's in England, abridged by 
Imie | | ; | he 


. In CoMMERNCE, Malcolm's and Vebſter's Treatiſe 
of Bool - keeping. Univerſal Library of Trade and 
Commerce, The Merchant s Map of Commerce. Jaſbua 
Gee, and Sir William Davenant, on Trade. „ 


In Law, The Statutes. abridged. This one Book 
is ſufficient for any Gentleman, who does not practiſe 
in the Law. - ea g TTY 


I 


„ erbitten 


In MarREMATICSs, Fifer's, and Wingate"s 
Arithmetic. Ward's Mathematics. Hammonds, Simp- 
Jon's, and Maclaurin's Algebra, Simpſon's Elements of 
Geometry. Euclid. Wilſon's Trigonometry. Muller a, 
or De la Hire's Conic Section. Ditton's, Simpſon's, 
and Maclaurir's Fluxions. 1 ö 


In Geockarniy, Randal's Syſtem of Geography 
Harris on the Uſe of the Globes. Geographical Dictipu- 
nary. Anſon s Voyage. 


In NATURAL PritosoPnyY, Ray's Wiſdom of 
God in the Creation. Derham's Phyfico-theology. Boyle's 
Works. Adams's Micrographia. Ray's and Geſner's 
Hiftory of Duadrupeds, Willughby's Ornithologia. 
Swammerdam of Inſet." Keils Phyſics. Grawveſande's 
and Deſaguliers's Experimental Philoſophy. Martin's 
Pybiloſophia Britannica. Dr. Stephen Haless Statice. 
Totes Hydroflatics and Pneumatics. e E 
Tranſactiont abridged. Muſchenbroek's Phyſical Er 
Jays. Keil's, Winſlow's, Heifter's Anatomy. Ray, 
 Malphighi, Tournefort, Sloan, &c. of Plants. To 
which may be added, Harris's Lexicon Technicum, 


and Chambers's Dictionary. 


In As r RO NMT, Keils Aſtronomy. The Elements 
Afronomy by Dr. Gregory. Maclaurin's Account 
of Sir 1/aac Newton's Diſcoveries. Sir Iſaac's Principia 
with the Jeſait's Comment. Dr. Halley's Synopfis of 
the Theory of Comets. wht; 


In Orrics, Dr. Smith's complete Shen of Optics, | 
_ Gregory's Optics. Sir Jaac Newton's Optics. 


"In CHEMISTRY, Dr. Shaw's Chemical Li@ures. 
Boerhaave's Chemiſtry. bets: 5 


Theſe 


POSTSCRIPT, 


Theſe Books, or the Bulk of them, together with 
the Cla/fics, a few of the beſt Authors on Antiquities, 
Lexica or Dictionaries, Lives, Travels, and the Works 
of a few of the beſt Modern Writers in the Belles * 
Lettres, as Fenelon, Boileau, Dacier, Ic. among the i 
French; Shakeſpear, Milton, Addiſon, &c, among the | 
Engliſp, will make a pretty complete, and uſeful, - Hy 
Library. To which, if you add theſe few Inſtru- I 
ments, viz. A pair of Globes, a Teleſcope, a Micro- f 
ſcope, an Air-Pump, and Condenſing Engine, a 

Sutton's Quadrant, a Priſm, a Magnet, and an 
Electrical Machine, &c. you will be furniſhed with | 
'a moſt noble and manly Entertainment for your 4 
leiſure Hours, and may, in time, qualify yourſelf = [| 
for the Converſation of the greateſt Men of the Age. = i! 
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| Worthy of IMITATION. 
16 a LETTER to a FRIEND, 


FROM 


The AuTHoR-of the foregoing Tract, 
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THEO OPHIL Us, 


A 


CHARACTER 


- Worthy of IMITATION. 


In a LzDTER to a FRIEND. 


"'F, 

N compliance with' your deſire, I fit down, 
1 to attempt the delineation of the character 
| of my friend "I xeoPHILUs, lately deceaſed, 
I am ſenſible of my inequality to ſuch a taſk, 
And yet the virtues of my friend, as I can re- 
preſent them, are far beyond the pitch of the 
bulk of mankind, How much more his life, as 
he lived it! 

T HEOPHILUS was an only child, and by his 
birth heir to a fortune of a thouſand a year. 
He had by nature a hale conſtitution, which 
carried him through tre early, and commonly 
 peeviſh years of life, without much crying or 
complaining; a circumſtance of more conſe- 
quence than one would at firſt view imagine. 
For it is found by experience, that a ſickly con- 
ſtitution commonly occaſions peeviſnneſs in in- 
fancy; ; which being connived at by the parents 
in early years, often grows into an incurable 

habit, and makes way for perverſeneſs and paſ- 
| fion, which continue to be the plague of the 
man himſelf, and of all with whom he has any 
connexion, for life. 


55105 ꝗ222k(xq 
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1 will only mention by the bye, as a circum- 
ſtance of ſmaller : conſequence, that the perſon of 
TRREO HIL us was handſome enough to be 
graceful. Which is more to be deſired, than 
ſuch an extraordinary elegance of figure, as 
commonly occaſions pride, affeQtationz and fol- 
ly of various kinds. | 

His father, who-was a gentleman of 3 
and learning, had a ſpecial eye to his temper and 
turn of mind from early infancy; nor were 
his meaſures ever thwarted by his lady, ¹¹m 
ſhewed her judgment in ſubmitting to that of her 
huſband. He carefully conſidered, what is too 
little attended to, That evil habits are ſoon form- 
ed, and with great difficulty corrected. Frxzo- 
PHIL Us' has therefore often told me, that his 
father began his education as ſoon as he could 
ſpeak ; it being a maxim with him, That a child 
may be irrecoverably ruined, before five years of 
age. The point he had in view was, to bend 
the infarit-mind to obedience, and reſignation. 
For this purpoſe he taught him, as it were me- 
chanically, before he could apply to his reaſon, 
to be eaſy in every condition, abroad, and with- 
in doors, with, or without play-things, fine 
cloaths, and the like; never allowing any thing 
to be given him for his crying for it, or aſking it 
in an improper manner; keeping, by this means, 
his defires within bounds; in which alone” r nine 
parts in ten of human happineſs conſiſt. 

This prudent parent likewiſe managed matters 
ſo, that THEO HDL Us went through his firſt ru- 
diments of learning with an unuſual reliſh. He 
furniſhed the child with a variety of little books, 
for play-things; ; and to make him take the 
more delight in them, he took care, that they 
Mould! be pretti] y bound, and had the prints in them 

Coloured, 
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coloured, or illuminated. He was at a ve 
early age familiar with maps, and the terreſtrial 
globe, and could point out moſt of the countries 
of the world in tùnem. 
os HEOPHILUS, at fix years 15 age, was pla- 
ced at a private academy, where he continued 
till he was eighteen; and finiſhed his ſtudies, 
Where he began chem; which is incomparably 
the beſt method of education, and is. the plan 
Jaid down by. that great. ſcholar, and eminent 
f judge of the ſubject, the author of Pract be. 
The gentleman, under Whoſe care THEO- 
PHILVS. was placed, had in his academy ſuch a 
competent number of pupils, as was ſufficient 
to. give proper Feope to emulation; that great 
Jpur. to. improvement; and was not too large to 
be properly ſeen to by himſelf, or to endanger the 
mora's of the youth. By THzornilvs's ac- 
count of his maſter? 8 character and conduct, he 
Was very fit for the important charge he 11 roof 
f took... He was equally : a geatleman and a ſcho- 
lar. His knowledge Was general; not confined 
to claſſical learning. And he had read men, as 
well as books. But his principal ſtudy was Hu- 
man nature. And he had a ſuperior talent at 
finding out the wrong caſts of mind in the youth 
under, his Care, and at convincing them of their 
errors by reaſon, rather than overpowering 
theo by authority. He had more at heart to 
teach them the beauty of virtue, andd its inſepara- 
c ble connection with happineſs, and to make them 
underſtand, and on rational conviction embrace, 
and practiſe the Chriſtian religion; than to ac- 
compliſh them in all human knowledge. He 
ſpent ſome ſet time to this purpoſe every day; 
and eſpecially on Sundays, lay ing before his pu- 
yes a regular and comprehenſiye Tyſtem of moral 


1. , +;4 0G 


2 WAS 
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* 6 5 3 
at 5058 E and, in all their clafic 


exerciſes, ever introducing forke: uſefal- moral 


reflexion from. the matter they read, He never 


puniſhed, but for ſome fault, which ſhewed a 


viſible depravity of diſpoſition; and then with 


the utmoſt deliberation, gentleneſs, and an appa- 
rent reluctance. Nor did he puniſh with corpo- 
ral correction fo often as with confinement or 
ſhame. He had ſuch an aſcendant over the youth, 
who lived with him, that, as my friend has told 
me, he could at any time draw tears from any of 
them, whom he had occaſion to find fault with, 

by ſpeaking three or four ſentences. And they 
accordingly loved him as a father, rather than 


feared him as a maſter. But the parents, were 
not, it ſeems, all capable of judging of his 
merit and fidelity; and therefore often, from a 


wrong placed indulgence, thwarted his prudent 


meaſures, and defeated his ſchemes for the advan- 


tage of the youth. 
Under the care of this pdinleman; THreorHr- 
Ls acquired ſuch a knowledge of the Latin and 


Greek languages, as was ſufficient to enable him 


to read an antient author with underſtanding. 


Making verſes in a foreign language his father and 


maſter conſidered, with Horace, * as a piece of 
egregious foolery. T'HEoPHILUs therefore appli- 
ed. the ſpare time, which a leſs critical knowledge 


of dead languages allowed, to other uſeful and or- 
namental-branches of improvement. He learned 
to write a fair hand, an unuſual accompliſhment 5 


among pe ople of condition ; and to keep his ac- 


counts himſelf, or. exa mine thoſe of the perſons 
he ſhould: truſt, and thoſe who ſhould have occa- 


ſion to make demands upon him. A part of know- 
ledge of ſuch importance, that it would not 'be 
| * Horat, Lib, I. * x. RE 1780 


eaſy 


| 


alp to determine bene it is more abſurd or 

wicked, for ſome, who pretend to undertake 
education, to oy ic in the ene manner 
wer do. . 

Tnrorhikus in this e age likewiſe r. re- 
ceived a tincture of geometrical knowledge, 
which gave him a taſte for that moſt noble and 
uſeful branch of ſeience, the mathematics, and 
led him to that purſuit of it in mature life, which 
gained him the character of a fine reaſoner, and 
able mathematician. It was the wiſdom of his * 
father and maſter to initiate him early in mathe- 
matical knowledge; as it is the ignorance of ſome 
_ educators. of youth, which occaſions their putting 
off the introducing of their pupils into mathema? 
15 tics, till it be too late to bring the mind to apply 
1 faculties to a e Wn new and: un+ 
known. 
os thirds lat Wund & T nominate! 5 ; ay 
- -at© Mme” academy were employed in perfecting 
himſelf in writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, 
French and Italian, and claffical- learning. In 
this period he likewiſe went through the princi- 
ples of geo , trigonometry, algebra, natu- 
ral philoſophy or phyſics, and aſtronomy. He 
alſo read ſome abridgments of general hiſtory, 
heard a courſe of lectures on rational logic, and 
finiſhed his exerciſes of [dancings nen and 
drawing 1 in perſpective. elt 

A foundation being thus laid: for the moſt ex- 
tenſive improvements, THEO HILuS was re- 
moved from the academy, to bis father's houſg. 
With him he ſpent three years in reading and 
converſation, by which he riveted in his mind 
the various principles of ſcience, he had acquired 
under the tuition of a'maſter,” and prepared him- 
ſelf for a farther proſecution. of -the more —_— 

udies 
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Audies of rg ol biography, the 1 of 


commerce, and conſtitutions of different coun» 
tries, the foundation of law and police, the phi- 
loſophy of the human mind, and the ſciences of 


ethics, and theology. In this. time likewiſe he 
ſtudied the higher parts of the mathematics, as 
conics, ſpherics, and fluxions, and the Newto- 

nian philoſophy. He alſo; took a brief exitical 


T view of. the Whole body of holy ſeripture. 


ThRO HIL Vs proceeded. now to what uſually 


| puts the finiſhing ſtroke to a young; gentleman's 


improvements, I mean, Travel. But before he 
went to view. foreign countries, he took care to 


know his own. For this purpoſe he made the 
tour of Great Britain, carefully enquiring after 
Whatever, was in every place curious, or uſefu ul to 
be known, Whether in nature, art, commerce, 
manufactures, or antiquities. He then, viſited 


Holland, France, and Italy, the firft with a 
vieweto commerce and police, the ſecond to the 
elegancies of life; and the third to curioſities in 
art, antient and modern. TRE oRHIL us had 
recommendations to perſons eminegt for abilities 
and of conſiderable intereſt in the places he was 
to go. to, and by that means ſatisfied his curiofity 
in the moſt effectual and ſpeedieſt manner. The 


enquiries, he made, related to the manners and 
characters of the people; their arts of govern- 
ment, connexions, intereſts, advantages, 


and diſadvantages; police, commerce, ſtate of li- 


terature and arts, and remains of antiquity. He 
took down innumerable. uſeful obſervations, on 


the ſpot as they occurred in the courſe, of his tra- 
vels; and returned home, fitted and diſpoſed, to. 


: enjoys. and to ſerve his own count. 


TuxorhilLus at the age of twenty- four mar- 
ried a an of want whoſe form and character 


1 — ; | made 


| (9 4; 
made her the delight of all who knew hav 


zough few could admire her in the rational 
manner he did. Her fortune happened to be but 
moderate; ee ee ee, which TuropHiLius: 
wholly diſregarded ; being (by the death of his 
father) put in poſſeſſion of an income-more_than- 
ſufficient for all the innocent and valuable purpo- - 
ſes of life. His: children, who were only two, a 
ſon anda daughter, he took care to have Winder 
ed in à proper manner, or, to ſpeak more expli- 
citly, as he himſelf. was educated. And he has 
often aſſuted me, that the connubial affection was 
incomparably ſtronger on his fide, and, I verily be- 
lieve, on both, after wren years cohabitation, 
than in the firſt month. | 
„His, general manner of life was. as follows, | 
He uſed to riſe early, and to keep in his ſtudy 
till about breakfaſt time. Then the family uſed 
to be called together, to join in ere 8 
Heaven for its favour through the day; a prac- 
tiſe ſo rational, and fo likely to be productive of 


good effects of every kind, that one would won- 


der how people can bring themſelves ſo ſhame- 
fully to neglect paying daily a. decent reſpect to 
Him, to whom they owe all they have, ped in 
whom are all their hopes. The devotions 
THEopHILUs uſed, were a ſeries of compoſi- 

tions of his own, in which were occaſionally in- : 
troduced paſſages from Scripture, from the liturgy: 


of the church of England, and from we b 
tional books. 


After denheit, Ek friend uſually Mrd ani 


to his ſtudy, till near dinner time, unleſs. when 
he was hindered by company, by doing ſome act 
of charity, or of juſtice as a magiſtrate; for he 

"wage in the: commiſſion. of the peace, an office, 


| WAR, : 


7 
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which, though troubleſome, he choſe to bear ber 
the ſake: of being ufeful; for he uſed to ſay, he 
thought the life of a mere idle gentlemam cri- 
minal, and that he did not ſee how ſuch perſons 
could expect to be in a future ſtate raifed: to e, 
cial happineſs (and every ſtate of happineſs for ſo- 
cial beings muſt be ſocial) who did not cultivate 


a. ſocial diſpoſition in the preſent, . thought of 


nobody, bur their-nobleſelves. 2/0 1h 5 07 0) 
The meals at my. friend's: — 3 5 
moderate, even when be had company; much 
more when alone. For he and his lady placed 
their happineſs in things much ſuperior to eating 


and drinking. After dinner, walking in the gar-⸗ 


den, or muſic, paſſed away an hour, or ſo-. And: 
then my friend employed himſelf in reading, 
writing, viſiting, and receiving his friends, look - 


ing into his affairs, and the like, till a very light 


ſupper, generally: without any kind of animal 
food, concluded the day, and compoſed the fami- 
ly to early reſt; but not without firſt lifting the 


eye and voice of gratitude to Him, whoſe 


* 


providence had watched over them through the 
day, and commending eee to his cate 
| during the night. i e 03 tt 
; TezorniLUs was, from eee and convic- 
tion, firmly attached to virtue, which he univer- 
ſally obſerved with perfect ſtriftneſs, not picking 


and chooſing; but paying an equal reſpect to all 

the Divine laws. His temperance was exempla- 
ry, and his command of his paſſions abſolute. 
He loved all his fellow - creatures, of every per- 


ſuaſion, and every character, and delighted in 
doing them good. He was at all times, and on 
all occaſions, diſpoſed for exerting his benevo- 
* 228 as 88 to ſerve _— I 
- of 4773 4,378 
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(zr) 1 
as in another, with his advice, his intereſt, or his 
fortune; but always conſiſtently with prudence, 
and his duty to his family. He uſed to ſay, he 
thought himſelf as much obliged to any one, 
who gave him an opportunity of doing a kind 
action, as moſt people think themſelves to thoſe 
who help them to put money in their pockets. 
And he often obſerved, that the worſt man, 
that ever lived, could not be a proper object of 
the hatred of his fellow- creature, but, on the 

contrary, of his benevolence. Becauſe the worſt 
man upon earth was only gone aſtray; and, if 
reformed, might become an angel. Many an 
hour have I ſpent with him in ar dan . | 
the fatal, degeneracy of our poor unthinking fel- 
lou: creatures, Who give. ar the proſpect of end- 
leſs. bliſs, for the vain hope of what has ever been 
found to work their woe, inſtead of their happi- 
neſs. And with all his reflexions on the deplorable 
blindneſs and; thoughtleſſneſs of mankind, he 
ever joined ſome humble acknowledgment of his 
own deficiency,. which he always 'magnified,. exr 
cuſing and extenuating as much as poſſible the faults 
of others. The ſchemes he has communicated 
to me for promoting, virtue and religion, are al- 
moſt innumerable. Some of them he laid before 
the public. Anda 79 9 70 attention was acording- 
Iy paid to them. Others he was adyiſed to keep 
in reſerve for more proper opportunities. But 
the truth is, in free countries, and eſpecially in 
i b above all hers, wee can be on- 
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Foster who conſider the privilege of clamour- 
155 as the birth- right of Engliſhmen, and above 


all, the endleſs animoſities ſubſiſting between 
-thoſe who differ, they know not about what; or 


between thoſe who are in, and thoſe who would 
be in; theſe unhappy circumſtances attending li- 
berty render it extremely hard to bring about any 


__ «material general alteration or amendment. 


TrtoPuttvs therefore endeavoured to put up 
with diſappointments of his benevolent deſigns, 


and to content himfelf with we rn Bore the good 


he could in a more private way often ſaid, 
he had no conception of the prudent of perſons, 
Who could let an opportunity of doing a go 


aQion, flip unfuproved, abu thoſe very per- 


ſons would not let lip an ôppörtunity of ge ge tting 
twenty ſhillings, * And they muſt Have ftrange 


notions, he would ſay,” of the Divine goodnefs, 


who can imagine, that ever a well- intended ac- 


tion will go finally unrewarded, or that the 


meaneſt honeſt action or intention will not — 


by cite a. reward better than twenty ſhillings, 


Man all the wealthof this World. He therefore aid 
not care how much good he himſelf did or encou- 
raged others to do. He was almoſt conſtantly one 


in every uſeful affociation, and laudable ſcheme, 
and the detached acts of charity and'benevo- 


ſence hèe did, by the mediation of myſelf and 

others, | are beyond reckoning. . 1 
I need hardly obſerve to 50, "that one, wid 

had' the rational, axtcnſite,” ind ſublime views, 


which Turerhilvs had, of religion, and its 


infinite Object, was far from being bigoted to 


any Little fubdiviſion, or ſect among Chriſtians. 


At the fame time, I verily believe, no tempta- 


yn ier would nere prevailed to draw him 


21002 into 


% ͤ 


| Ba or conformity contrary to the ſpontane- 
dus and unforced 


which got him, among ſome people, the charac- 
ter of a formal, and obſtinate man; ; for m 


ſetting down all the 
friends advantage. 


5 25 of his thoughts, his words, 
Was ever on the virtuous ſide, the worſt conſe- 


3 
5 any the moſt inconfiderable iel com- 


lictates of his conſcience, 


confound the virtue of infegrity” with the Ye of 


1 bigotry. 


I muft not too far treſpaſs upon Four time, by 
articulars I know to m 
r muſt I repreſent him 


to a perſon of your judgment, as a faultleſs cha- 
racter. You know, ſuch a one neyer exiſted, 


 Tazoprit. us had a blemiſh ; but it was a par- 


donable, I had almoſt ſaid, an amiable one. His 
natural temper was a little ſanguine, He on 
ee occaſions thought too deeply; ſpoke too 

gerly; and acted too vigorouſly. But, as the 


his actions, 


quenee of his warmth of temper was, his being 
looked upon by narrow-minded, and phlegmatic 
men, as a perfon of an odd turn of mind, which 
prejudiced them againſt him, and ſometimes de- 


feated, or embaraſſed his ſchemes for the advan- 
| of mankind, © 

| My worthy and ever honoured friend was 1 
bort every thing, but an angel; 

will be in due time. He was what 


and that he 
1 would give 
the world to be; and if T could at a venture, 
wiſh my own ſoul in the place of any I ever 
knew, it would be thatof THEO HII Us. 

The remembrance of the diſtreſs he ſuffered 
in the illneſs, which. proved (as we ſhort-ſighted 


creatures ſpeak) fatal to him, and of the truly 
heroic, or rather Chriſtian fortitude,” with which 


he INE Uis ym lies too meal on OE heart, and | 
. . . 
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riſes tos freſh in-my imagination, to admit of my 
attempting a deſcription of what J ſo ſeverely felt, 


and ftill feel. It will be more acceptable to 


you, Sir, and more uſeful to myſelf, to ſet-down 
a few of his reflexions upon his own ftate, and 


proſpects in the awful conjunRure of approach- 
ing death. 


The phyſician, 5 attended him, having, at 
his deſire given him his undiſguiſed opinion of 
his caſe, which only confirmed his own, he de- 
ſired to be left, with me only, for a little time. 
His lady, and ſon, and daughter, who were not 
aware how near he was to bis end, willingly re - 
tired. He then ſpoke as follows; for I ſhall ne- 
ver have the ſound of his words out of my ears. 
„My expectation of my diſſolution is now 
« confirmed by the concurrence of my phyſician. 
And now, my friend, I hope my redemption 
. draws nigh, Few nights have, for the laſt 
< thirty years of my life, cloſed upon me, with- 
«© out my realizing to myſelf the awful moment, 

- << which will quickly be preſent to me. Nor 
« indeed have I ever uſed to paſs many hours to- 
« gether without thinking of the period of this 
v preſent exiſtence. Eternity has been always, 
or at leaſt habitually, in, my view. Why 
40 ſhould I then be ſtartled at the nearer proſpect 
ce of what has ever been familiar to my mind. 
ce And yet the thought of appearing before a 
«© Judge, who is omniſcient, is ſtrikin ing. Reli- 

46 gion alone can make it tolerable. You, my 


“ friend, have long known me, and have 


« known the worſt of me. For I never had any 

40 thing in m. heart, which 1 concealed from 

« you. What is is your ſincere opinion of my 
” condition 


0 —_ wc 


— 4 


per . condition? .Do you think I am likety to de 1 : 3 
* found a proper. object of Divine mercy?” ? 


The thought of the loſs, I was ſoen to ſuſtain, | 
together with his affecting words, - uttered with 
a weak and faultering voice, ſo unman'd me, that 


73 could not for ſome time bring out an anſwer. 
At laſt, however, I compoſed myſelf fo far as to 


tell him, I thought his preſent hour more to be 
envied, than that which raiſes a prince to his - 


throne. - He thanked me for the comfort my Nt 


words gave him, and then went on. 
„ You cannot imagine, my friend, how 4. 


| ce tinctly in the intervals of my pain el languor, 


c feel the eſſence of the mind to be different 
<« and ſeparate from that of the body. The 


cc beſt philoſophical arguments for the immorta- ft 


cc lity of the ſoul, are weak and un-ſatisfying, 
c to what I now feel. This battered earthly 
6 frame is from moment to moment going faſt 


e to decay. The thinking ſubſtance ſeems to 


4c have almoſt loſt its hold of it. I neither ſee, 


© nor hear, nor breathe like one quite alive, 
< For death has almoſt got full poſſeſſion of his 
< right, But while the frail tem ſeems hardly 


© to hang together, I feel a vigor in my mind, 
which my tongue cannot utter. The ſoul ſeems 

c collected in herſelf, and to reſt more immedi- 

& ately upon him who gave her being. I feel 
s the omnipreſent and univerſal mind fupporti 


« my exiſtence. Wings ſeem added to my ſoul, 


I only wait the all-powerful call, to fits £2 
e into eternity. There all is thought; there all 
s js ſimple intuition. There the mind will im- 
c mediately, and without the intervention of 
ec inſtrumental ſenſes, behold. and penetrate into 


<c truth, enn 1 even now. ſee with my 
B 2 N « mind 


—  ——  —————— 
4d" we 


- mind itte mmen ey Bes td e ee 
e ed before me. And infinite Perfection fills it. 
4© Stupendous ocean] Here is {rope for everlaſt- 
66. ing eontemplation.. | Truth is boundleſs.” The 
% Object of the mind tinlianited,” ' How -clearly *- 
% do I now ſee, that reAitiide er difjofgion So 
6 All in all? To be good is to reſemble Deny. 

« Deity is the abſtract of goodneſs. To be 
e ſwallowed up in the immenſity of perfeRion} 3 
56: t6'be united to unlimited Goodneſs; "td im 1785 
ce prove for endleſs ages; to riſe i in every perfec- 
<c tien without proſpect, without poſhbility of BD. 
. ever being at a ſtand ? | S ec — 

„ O amaing nature of man 5 O adorable Au- 

c thor of ſuch a nature! Come bleſſed moment! | 

Come kind Deliverer from ruinous vice. and 

„ miſery, Whoſe death raiſes a guilty world to 

66 Wee, 'Reoctive, O my bouriteous reator, the | 
. foul Thou haft made for thyfelf. Long has it 
4 panted after Thee. Fill its deſires with th * 9 

„ fulneſs. Satisfy its longings with th: Perfect 5 
on. Eternity Will not be fufficient fox th 

6 joyment of r ER PID. 5 £ 99 
"Hors: the heavenly: melody ee . 
The pangs of death hardly g ave time for his fa- 
>» mily 0 ſee him, while he und keep His eyes oe 1 
8 pen on this world. Thus expired ch beſt of 
Were his example known, and imitated, ER 
it ie miglr prove uſeful for faving many from a 5 
wWorſe death, than that which removed him at 
te ripe age of ſixty” five, © from this world 5 SR 
ö | pot anfery to L* Mt of ies runs” % | 
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